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Mine workers sing at 
the Lonmin mine near 
Rustenburg, South Atrica, 
Saturday, Aug. 18, 2012. South 
Atrican poiice on Thursday, 
opened tire kiiiing 34, in a 
crowd ot striking workers at a 
piatinum mine. 

Lonmin to 
mine workers: 
Work Monday 
or fired 

ANDREW DRAKE 
Associated Press 
MARIKANA, South Atrica 
(AP) — Miners must return 
to work Monday or face 
being fired from the plati¬ 
num mine where rivalry 
between unions exploded 
into violence that led to the 
deaths of 44 people in a 
week, Lonmin PLC said Sun¬ 
day. Thirty-four strikers were 
gunned down by police in 
one of the worst displays of 
state violence since apart¬ 
heid ended in 1994. 
President Jacob Zuma de¬ 
clared a week of national 
mourning starting Monday 
to commemorate the lives 
of all South Africans who 
have died violently, espe¬ 
cially the 44 at Marikana 
mine. □ 



WikiLeaks founder Juiian Assange gestures after his statement to the media and supporters on a baicony of the Ecuadorian Embassy 
in centrai London, Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012. 

Associated Press 


Assange accuses U.S. of a ‘witch hunt’ 


DAVID STRINGER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Wikileaks 
founder Julian Assange 
portrayed himself Sunday 
as a victim of an American 
“witch hunt” over his secret- 
spilling website in a defiant 


address from the balcony 
of an embassy where he 
has holed up to avoid ex¬ 
tradition to face sex assault 
allegations. 

Surrounded by British police 
who want to detain him, 
Assange made no men¬ 


tion of the sex assault case 
in Sweden or how long he 
would remain in Ecuador’s 
embassy in London, where 
he took refuge two months 
ago. Instead he shifted fo¬ 
cus to the U.S., accusing the 
government of targeting 


him for revealing a trove of 
American diplomatic and 
military secrets. 

“I ask President Obama to 
do the right thing. 


Continued on Page 3 
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Japan activists iand, raise flags on disputed isie 


EMILY WANG 
Associated Press 
SENKAKU ISLANDS, Japan 
(AP) — Japan’s territarial 
disputes with its neighbars 
flared anew Sunday as a 
graup of nafionalisf ac- 
fivisfs swam ashore and 
raised flogs on on island 
also claimed by Chino. 
Chinese fook fo fhe sfreefs 
in profesf, overturning Jap¬ 
anese-branded cars and 
smashing windows af some 
Japanese-owned busi¬ 
nesses, as Beijing lodged 
a formal complainf, urging 
Tokyo fo prevenf fricfions 
from escalafing furfher. 

Ten Japanese made an 
unaufhorized landing on 
Uofsuri, fhe largesf in a 
small archipelago known 
in Japan as fhe Senkaku 
Islands and in China as fhe 
Diaoyu Islands. The unin- 
hobifed islands surrounded 
by rich fishing grounds ore 
confrolled by Japan buf 
also claimed by China and 
Taiwan. 

Of fhe 10 who visifed fhe 
island, five were conservo- 
five local assembly mem¬ 
bers. 

“The Senkakus are un- 
doubfedly Japanese fer- 


rifory. If is fo be expecfed 
fhof Japanese would fake 
fhof fo hearf,” said Eiji Koso- 
ko, an assemblyman from 
Tokyo’s Arokawa disfricf. 
China’s Foreign Minisfry 
profesfed, summoning Ja¬ 
pan’s ambassador fo voice 
ifs complainfs. 

“The Japanese side should 
properly handle fhe currenf 


issue and avoid seriously 
damaging fhe overall sifu- 
afion of China-Japan relo- 
fions,’’ minisfry spokesman 
Qin Gong said in a sfafe- 
menf. 

Tokyo rejecfed a complainf 
by China’s ambassador fo 
Japan, Cheng Yonghuo, 
according fo Japan’s For¬ 
eign Minisfry. 



Chinese look at overturned Japanese cars after an anti-Japan 
protest in Shenzhen, China’s Guangdong Province, Sunday, Aug. 
19, 2012. Japanese activists swam ashore and raised flags Sun¬ 
day on an island claimed by both Japan and China, fanning an 
escalating territorial dispute between the two Asian powers. 

(AP Photo/Vincent Yu) 


PRESENTACION DEL LIBRO 


Jueves 23 de Agosto, 2012 
a las 6:00 pm 


El General Carlos Pehaloza, 
ex comandante del Ejercito 
Venezolano invita a la 
presentacion de su libro 
"El Imperio de Fidel" 
a celebrarse 
en la biblioteca del 
Paradise Beach Villa Resort 
J.E. Irausquin Blvd # 64, 
Eagle Beach, Aruba - 
Tel: 587-4000. 

El autor dictara una 
conferencia de 45 minutos 
sobre el tema y firmara libros a 
los compradores. 

El libro explica los origenes del 
interes de Fidel en el petroleo 
venezolano que ha conducido 
a la aparicion de Chavez en 
ese pais 

Los esperamos! 






Genera/ Or/os Penalozs 


Vice Foreign Minister 
Kenichiro Sasae told Cheng 
in a phone conversation 
that the protests in China 
were “regrettable” and 
urged Chinese authorities 
to ensure the safety of tens 
of thousands of Japanese 
citizens there, the ministry 
said. China’s official Xinhua 
News Agency reported 
protests in cities across the 
country. Demonstrators 
burned Japanese flags, 
overturned or smashed 
Japanese cars and in some 
places broke windows of 
Japan-related businesses. 
Days earlier, a group of 14 
Flong Kong residents and 
mainland Chinese traveled 
by boat to the islands, some 
swimming ashore. Protest¬ 
ers in Beijing, Flong Kong 
and other cities praised 
them as heroes and burned 
Japanese flags, but Japan 
arrested the 14 for landing 
without authorization. 

On Friday, Tokyo deported 


the group, seeking to quiet 
the regional spat. But plans 
for further visits by activists 
on both sides appear likely 
to further inflame the terri¬ 
torial tensions. 

Taiwanese Foreign Minister 
Timothy Yang summoned 
Japan’s de facto ambas¬ 
sador to Taiwan, Sumio Ta- 
rui, on Sunday to lodge a 
protest over the visit by the 
Japanese activists to the 
islands, which are about 
190 kilometers (120 miles) 
off Taiwan’s northeastern 
coast.Yang said the “pro¬ 
vocative act” had height¬ 
ened tensions in the area, 
according to a ministry 
statement. 

The spat over long-con- 
tested territories comes as 
China’s ruling Communist 
Party prepares for a major 
leadership transition. Lead¬ 
ers in both China and Ja¬ 
pan face strong domestic 
pressure to defend nation¬ 
al interests.□ 


Iraqi Sunni cleric’s 
convoy bombed 


SINAN SALAHEDDIN 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — A bomb 
struck the convoy of a se¬ 
nior Sunni cleric in western 
Baghdad on Sunday, killing 
four and critically wound¬ 
ing the anti-extremist Mus¬ 
lim leader, police said. 

The attack highlights the 
threats faced by relatively 
moderate Sunni clerics 
whom the Shiite-led gov¬ 
ernment needs to help re¬ 
build the country and es¬ 
tablish security. It follows a 
series of assaults in what is 
becoming an increasingly 
bloody month. 

The blast in the capital’s 
Yarmouk neighborhood left 
Sheik Mahdi al-Sumaidaie 
badly hurt, a Sunni religious 
official said. The cleric had 
just finished leading prayers 
at a nearby mosque to 
mark the beginning of the 
Eid al-Fitr holiday, which fol¬ 
lows the holy month of Ra¬ 
madan. 

Al-Sumaidaie has sided 
with the government 
against Sunni extremists. 
Earlier this year, he called 
for a unified religious au¬ 


thority to bridge the gap 
between Iraq’s Sunnis and 
Shiites. Insurgents often tar¬ 
get Sunni clerics seen as 
working closely with the 
Shiite-led government. 

Two police officers and a 
hospital official confirmed 
the attack. 

They said four of the cler¬ 
ic’s bodyguards were killed 
and three others were 
wounded. 

All officials spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized 
to release the information. 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Ma- 
liki condemned the attack. 
In a statement posted 
on his website, the Shiite 
leader said the attack was 
aimed at “spreading sedi¬ 
tion and silencing any pa¬ 
triotic moderate voice.” 
“Even as we condemn this 
ugly crime, we are confi¬ 
dent that our people are 
aware of the evil goals of 
such schemes,” he said. 
Al-Sumaidaie was one of 
the Sunni religious leaders 
who called on followers to 
fight U.S.-led forces after 
the 2003 invasion.□ 
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Witch Hunt 

Continued from Front Page 


The United States must 
renounce its witch hunt 
against WikiLeaks,” As¬ 
sange said, wearing a for¬ 
mal blue shirt and red tie 
in front of the Ecuadorean 
flag. 

“The United States must 
vow that it will not seek to 
prosecute our staff or our 
supporters,” he said, re¬ 
ferring specifically to Pfc. 
Bradley Manning, who 
awaits trial in Virginia in the 
scandal. 

Assange and his support¬ 
ers claim the Swedish case 
is the first move of a Wash¬ 
ington-orchestrated plot to 
make him stand trial in the 
U.S., which Swedish authori¬ 
ties dispute. 

The White House declined 
comment Sunday, but on 
Saturday said Assange’s 
fate is on issue for Sweden, 
Britain and Ecuador to re¬ 


solve. 

Assange, a 41-year-old 
Australian citizen, shot to 
international prominence 
in 2010 when his WikiLe¬ 
aks website began pub¬ 
lishing its huge cache of 
American secrets, includ¬ 
ing 250,000 U.S. Embassy 
cables that highlighted 
sometimes embarrassing 
backroom dealings. 

As he toured the globe to 
highlight the disclosures, 
two women accused him 
of sex offenses during a 
trip to Sweden. Assange 
has said the sex with the 
women was consensual 
and denied wrongdoing, 
but has fought off efforts 
to return him to Sweden for 
questioning for two years. 
Ecuador’s President Rafael 
Correa granted Assange 
asylum Thursday, and he 
remains out of reach of 
British authorities while he 
is inside the country’s em¬ 
bassy. Britain insists that if 
he steps outside, he will 


Chinese politician’s wife 
to receive verdict today 

GILLIAN WONG 
Associated Press 

HEFEI, China (AP) — A fallen Chinese politician’s wife who 
confessed to killing a British businessman is due to hear the 
verdict Monday in her murder trial, but Communist Party 
leaders may already have decided against a death pen¬ 
alty for fear it could incite public sympathy for her. 

The conclusion of Gu Kailai’s trial will be a step toward 
closing a scandal that has rocked the Chinese leader¬ 
ship at a sensitive time when it is preparing to hand over 
power to younger leaders. But even after the verdict is 
announced, questions will remain over the fate of her hus¬ 
band, Bo Xilai, a prominent figure who was dismissed in 
March as party secretary of the major city of Chongqing. 
Gu is accused of killing Briton Neil Heywood, a former Bo 
family associate. State media say the two had a dispute 
over money and Heywood allegedly threatened her son. 
A family aide has been charged as an accessory. 

State media say Gu confessed to intentional homicide, 
for which the penalty ranges from 10 years in prison to 
death. One option is a suspended death sentence that 
can be commuted later to a long prison term.Q 


In this photo released by Ecuador's Presidency, Ecuador's Presi¬ 
dent Rotoel Correa, right, and Ecuador's Foreign Minister Ricardo 
Patino speokduring a meeting ottoreign ministers otthe Bolivarian 
Alliance, or ALBA, in Guayaquil, Ecuador, Saturday, Aug. 18,2012. 

Associated Press 


be detained and sent to 
Sweden. Assange praised 
EcuadorSunday as “a cou¬ 
rageous Latin American 
nation took a stand for jus¬ 
tice,” in offering him sanc¬ 
tuary. He suggested he 
hod won the support of a 
host of Latin American na¬ 
tions — including Brazil, Co¬ 
lombia, Chile, Mexico and 
Argentina. Of those five, 
however, only Argentina 
has endorsed Ecuador’s 
decision to grant asylum. 
Assange urged the U.S. to 
release Manning, the U.S. 
soldier charged with aiding 
the enemy by passing the 
secret files to Wikileaks. A 
Virginia grand jury is study¬ 
ing evidence that might 
link Assange to Manning. 
Calling Manning “one of 


the world’s foremost po¬ 
litical prisoners,” Assange 
said: “If Bradley Manning 


really did as he is accused, 
he is a hero, on example to 
us all.” □ 
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Both campaigns seize role of Medicare defender 


TRIP GABRIEL 
HELENE COOPER 
© 2012 New York Times 
THE VILLAGES, Fla. - After 
several days in which he 
mentianed aniy generalities 
an the campaign trail, Rep. 
Paul Ryan saught aver the 
weekend ta play affense 
an Medicare, attacking 
in detail President Barack 
Obama’s health care plan, 
seizing an issue that has 
the potential to be one of 
Ryan’s biggest liabilities in 
joining the Republican pres¬ 
idential ticket. 

Ryan, who has proposed 
a controversial voucher 
program for Medicare, ac¬ 
cused Obama of being 
the bigger threat because 
of savings wrung from the 
growth of spending in the 
program contained in the 
president’s health core 
overhaul of 2010. 

He said a board of “15 
unelected bureaucrats’’ 
would decide what should 
be cut, and that “one out 
of six of our hospitals and 


our nursing homes will go 
out of business.’’ 

“The president raids $716 
billion from the Medicare 
program to pay for the 
Obamocare program,” 
Ryan said, to boos from a 
crowd of about 1,000 se¬ 
niors in this vast retirement 
community. 

Left unsaid was that his own 


budget plan passed by the 
House in March includes 
the same $716 billion in sav¬ 
ings, to be used to reduce 
the deficit. 

Having Ryan take the Medi¬ 
care fight to Florida, o cru¬ 
cial battleground state 
that Obomo won in 2008, 
represented on effort by 
Mitt Romney’s campaign 


to turn what many strate¬ 
gists predicted would be 
the ticket’s Achilles’ heel 
- Ryan’s detailed and ag¬ 
gressive budget cuts - into 
an asset. 

With his 78-year-old mother 
looking on, Ryan, 42, wove 
a story of generational ob¬ 
ligation to personalize the 
long-term threat to Medi¬ 
care’s insolvency. He de¬ 
scribed how he and his 
mother, Betty Ryan Doug¬ 
las, were the primary care¬ 
givers for a grandmother 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
who moved into their Wis¬ 
consin house when he was 
a teenager. 

“You learn a lot about 
life,” he said. “Medicare 
was there for my family, 
for my grandma, when we 
needed it. And Medicare is 
there for my mom when she 
needs it now, and we have 
to keep that guarantee.” 

To save Medicare for cur¬ 
rent and future retirees, he 
added, “you hove to re¬ 
form it for my generation. 


so it doesn’t go bankrupt 
when we want to retire.” 
Obama, campaigning in 
New Hampshire on Satur¬ 
day, dismissed the Rom¬ 
ney campaign’s tactics on 
Medicare, saying that it 
was Romney and Ryan who 
threatened the program. 
“Nowyou thinkthey’d avoid 
talking about Medicare, 
considering both of them 
have proposed to voucher- 
ize the Medicare system,” 
Obama said. “They want 
seniors to get a voucher to 
buy their own insurance, 
which would force seniors 
to pay an additional $6,400 
for their health care.” 
Obama defended Medi¬ 
care and his health care 
overhaul, saying the “only 
changes to your benefits” 
were that Medicare now 
covers new preventive ser¬ 
vices like cancer screenings 
at no cost. The $718 billion 
in cost savings - or cuts - 
over the next decade, he 
said, add about eight years 
to Medicare’s solvency.Q 



Republican vice-presidential candidate Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., 
campaigns at The Villages, Fla., Saturday, Aug. 18, 2012. After 
several days in which he mentioned only generalities on the 
campaign trail, Ryan sought over the weekend to play ottense 
on Medicare, attacking in detail President Barack Obama's 
health care plan, seizing an issue that has the potential to be one 
of Ryan's biggest liabilities in joining the Republican presidential 
ticket. 

(AP Photo/Phelan M. Ebenhack) 
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Candidates pass Sunday in church 


President Barack Obama, left, with first lady Michelle Obama, 
right, and their daughters Sasha and Malia, second from left, 
walk from the White House in Washington to a nearby church to 
attend services Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 


CHARLES BABINGTON 
Associated Press 
WOLFEBORO, N.H. (AP) — 

President Barack Obama 
and Republican challenger 
Mitt Romney spent a quiet 
Sunday attending church 
with their families, resting 
up for the campaign’s fi¬ 
nal 11 weeks and the ap¬ 
proaching party nominat¬ 
ing conventions. 

While the Romneys en¬ 
joyed beautiful sunshine in 
New Hampshire, and the 
Obamas endured rain in 
Washington, both men sent 
top advisers to the Sunday 
talk shows. These surro¬ 
gates sparred mainly over 
Medicare and taxes, just as 
the candidates themselves 
have done for days. 
Obama and Romney 
plunge back into heavy 
campaigning and fund¬ 
raising this week. Targeted 
states include Ohio, Ne¬ 
vada and New Hampshire. 
The debate’s dominant 
topic remains how to 


tame Medicare’s explosive 
growth without hurting the 
millions of elderly Ameri¬ 
cans, and future retirees, 
who count on it to pay for 
health care. 

TV interviewers pressed 
Romney aides to explain 
how the GOP ticket can re¬ 
store a proposed $716 bil¬ 
lion cut in Medicare spend¬ 


ing’s growth over 10 years 
without worsening the pro¬ 
gram’s projected shortfall 
in funding. Moderators also 
noted that Romney’s run¬ 
ning mate. House Budget 


US town honors Marine 
convicted in iraq deaths 

MERIDEN, Connecticut (AP) — A Marine who was convict¬ 
ed in the 2005 killings of unarmed Iraqis returned home this 
weekend to Connecticut for o golf tournament organized 
by local veterans for his benefit. 

Former Marine Stott Sgt. Frank Wuterich told the Record- 
Journal of Meriden on Saturday that some people think 
prosecutors let a child-killer go free. He says that’s abso¬ 
lutely not the case. 

“It wasn’t the military letting off a murderer, rampager,” 
he said. 

In February, he received a general discharge under hon¬ 
orable conditions — one step below an honorable dis¬ 
charge. Wuterich was the only Marine convicted in the 
killings in Haditha. 

Wuterich, who grew up in Meriden but now lives in Califor¬ 
nia, pleaded guilty to negligent dereliction of duty as the 
leader of the squad that killed 24 Iraqis. He apologized for 
the loss of life but said his squad did not behave dishonor¬ 
ably. 

Local veterans, including golf tournament organizer Chip 
Geriok, have rallied around Wuterich and criticized the 
military, which they say has given Wuterich a bod deal. 
Geriok said the decision to hold the golf tournament in 
Portland for Wuterich was unanimous among the tourna¬ 
ment committee. 

“He’s got three daughters, and he’s o single father. We 
felt for the guy,’’ Geriok said. “He gave a lot of years of his 
life to this country, and he deserves some recognition and 
some help.’’ 

The tournament was organized by veterans groups includ¬ 
ing the Polish Legion of American Veterans, the American 
Legion and Marine Corps League Silver City Detachment. 
Bill Zelinsky, commander of the Polish Legion Sons Detach¬ 
ment, said combat veterans he’s spoken with don’t find 
fault with Wuterich’s actions in Haditha.□ 


Committee Chairman Paul 
Ryan of Wisconsin, original¬ 
ly joined Obama in back¬ 
ing the proposed $716 bil¬ 
lion, 10-year reduction. 
Romney adviser Eric Fehrn- 
strom told CNN’s “State of 
the Union” that Ryan and 
Romney are now in accord. 
The $716 billion can safely 
remain in the program, he 
said, because Romney will 
“introduce choice and 
competition through more 
private plans.” 

Romney also would trim 
benefits for wealthier peo¬ 
ple and gradually raise the 
eligibility age. 

Obama aide Stephanie 
Cutter, also on CNN, said 
Romney’s plan to keep 
the $716 billion in Medi¬ 
care over 10 years would 
do nothing to shore up the 
program. □ 
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Ala. man fights to keep wife buried in front yard 


JAY REEVES 
Associated Press 
STEVENSON, Ala. (AP) — 

James Davis is fighting ta 
keep the remains of his late 
wife right where he dug her 
grave: In the front yard of 
his home, just a few feet 
from the porch. 

Davis said he was only 
abiding by Patsy Ruth Da¬ 
vis’ wishes when he buried 
her outside their log home 
in 2009, yet the city sued to 
move the body elsewhere. 
A county judge ordered 
Davis to disinter his wife, 
but the ruling is on hold as 
the Alabama Civil Court of 
Appeals considers his chal¬ 
lenge. 



James Davis, 73, stands over the grave of his wife, Pafsy, in fhe 
fronf yard of fhe home fhey shared in Sfevenson, Ala. The cify 
sued fo make Davis move his wife's remains from fhe residenfial 
fracf, and Davis is asking fhe Alabama Courf of Civil Appeals fo 
block an order requiring him fo disinfer her remains. 

(AP Phofo/Jay Reeves) 
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Davis, 73, said he never ex¬ 
pected such a fght. 

“Good Lord, they’ve 
raised pigs in their yard, 
there’s horses out the road 
here in a corral in the city 
limits, they’ve got other 
gravesites here all over the 
place,” said Davis. 

“And there shouldn’t have 
been a problem.” 

While state health off- 
cicls say family burial plots 
aren’t uncommon in Ala¬ 
bama, city offcicls worry 
about the precedent set 
by allowing a grave on a 
residential lot on one of the 
main streets through town. 
They say state law gives 
the city some control over 
where people bury their 
loved ones and have cited 
concerns about long-term 
care, appearance, prop¬ 
erty values and the com¬ 
plaints of some neighbors. 
“We’re not in the 1800s any 


longer,” said city attorney 
Parker Edmiston. 

“We’re not talking about a 
homestead, we’re not talk¬ 
ing about someone who 
is out in the country on 40 
acres of land. Mr. Davis 
lives in downtown Steven¬ 
son.” 

A strong libertarian streak 
runs through northeast Ala¬ 
bama, which has relatively 
few zoning laws to govern 
what people do with their 
property. Even a neighbor 
who got into a fght with 
Davis over the gravesite — 
Davis said he punched the 
man — isn’t comfortable 
with limiting what a hom¬ 
eowner can do with his 
property. 

“I don’t think it’s right, but 
it’s not my place to tell 
him he can’t do it,” said 
George W. Westmoreland, 
79, who served three tours 
of duty in Vietnam.□ 


New fire forces evacuations 
in Northern California homes 


JOHN S. MARSHALL 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Thousands of people have 
been told to leave their 
homes as a wildfre burn¬ 
ing Sunday in thick forest 
threatened rural communi¬ 
ties in far Northern Califor¬ 
nia. 

The fre that sparked 
around 11:30 c.m. Saturday 
has destroyed four homes 
and consumed nearly 11 
square miles near the towns 
of Menton, Shingleton, and 
Viola, fre spokesman Dan¬ 
iel Berlant said. About 3,500 
homes spread out across 
a rural area along the bor¬ 
der of Tehama and Shasta 
counties are threatened, 
he said. 


“A good majority are im¬ 
mediately threatened and 
a good number are in the 
path of the fre,” Berlant 
said Sunday. 

“We will be battling it hard 
today to protect as many 
of those homes as pos¬ 
sible.” 

The cause of the fre has 
not been determined, but 
offcials said it started after 
a series of lightning strikes in 
the area. 

John Cluff, 42, told the Red¬ 
ding Searchlight that he 
was forced to fee his home 
before the evacuations 
were issued. He went back 
for his dog about 3:30 p.m. 
“The fre basically chased 
me out of the property,” he 
said.Q 
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Like NASA rover, family switches over to Mars time 


ALICIA CHANG 
Associated Press 
LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE, 
California (AP) — For one 

family, on exotic summer 
getaway means living on 
Mars. 

Martian time, that is. 

Since the landing of NASA’s 
newest Mars rover, flight 
director David Oh’s fam¬ 
ily has taken the unusual 
step of tagging along as he 
leaves Earth time behind 
and syncs his body clock 
with the red planet. 

Every mission to Mars, a 
small army of scientists and 
engineers reports to duty 
on “Mars time’’ for the first 
three months. But it’s almost 
unheard of for an entire 
family to flip their orderly 
lives upside down, shifting 
to what amounts to a time 
zone change a day. 
Intrigued about abiding by 
extraterrestrial time, Oh’s 
wife, Bryn, could not pass 
up the chance to take their 
kids — 13-year-old Braden, 
10-year-old Ashlyn and 
8-year-old Devyn — on a 
Martian adventure from 
their home near the NASA 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
where the Curiosity rover 
was built. 

“We all feel a little sleepy, 
a little jet-lagged all day 
long, but everyone is doing 
great,” Bryn Oh said, two 
weeks into the experiment. 
Days on Mars last a tad lon¬ 
ger. Earth rotates on its axis 
once every 24 hours — the 
definition of a day. Neigh¬ 
bor Mars spins more lazily. 
Days there — known as 
sols — last 39 minutes and 
35 seconds longer than on 
Earth. The difference may 
not seem like much each 
day, but it adds up. 


To stay in lockstep, nearly 
800 people on the $2.5 bil¬ 
lion project have surren¬ 
dered to the Martian cycle 
of light and dark. In the 
simplest sense, each day 
slides forward 40 minutes. 


That results in wacky work, 
sleep and eating sched¬ 
ules. Many say it feels like 
perpetual jet lag. 

The Oh family broke in 
slowly. A sign on their front 
door warns: “On Mars 


Time: Flight Director Asleep. 
Come Back Later.” 

Days before Curiosity’s Aug. 
5 touchdown, the children 
stayed up until 11:30 p.m. 
and slept in until 10 a.m. 
In the beginning, it wasn’t 
much different from a typi¬ 
cal day on summer vaca¬ 
tion. As the days wore on, 
they stayed up later and 
later, waking up in the af¬ 
ternoon and evening. 

One day last week, the 
family ate a 3 p.m. break¬ 
fast, 8 p.m. lunch, 2:30 a.m. 
dinner and 5 a.m. dessert 
before heading off to bed. 
To sleep when the sun is out, 
their bedroom windows are 
covered with aluminum foil 
or cloth to keep out any 
sliver of light. In the hallway, 
a handmade calendar 
keeps track of the days and 
schedules are written on an 
oversized mirror. A digital 
clock in the master bed¬ 


room is set to Mars time. 
Bryn Oh keeps a meticulous 
spreadsheet updated with 
her husband’s work hours 
and the family’s activities. 
They wear a wireless device 
that monitors their steps, 
calories burned and sleep 
patterns. When David Oh 
tells co-workers on Mars 
time and friends on Earth 
time about the switch: 
“Some of them think it’s re¬ 
ally cool to have the kids 
along. Some who worked 
on other Mars missions have 
said, ‘You’re crazy.’” 

Being night owls has its 
perks: Braden, Ashlyn and 
Devyn saw their first shoot¬ 
ing star. The family went 
on night hikes in the hills 
around the neighborhood. 
They had a late dinner in 
Hollywood and gawked 
at street performers on the 
Walk of Fame with other 
tourists. □ 



David Oh, a flight director of NASA’s latest Mors mission, for 
left and his family have breakfast at 3 pm at their home in La 
Canada Flintridge, Calif. The Oh family has been living on Mars 
time and following an odd schedule ever since the NASA rover 
Curiosity landed in an ancient Martian crater on Aug. 5. Siting 
from left: David, Devyn, his wife Bryn, Braden, and Ashlyn. 

(AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes) 
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Michigan’s GOP governor evades easy iabels 


MONICA DAVEY 
© 2012 New York Times 

DETROIT - In this political age 
of ideological purity, Gov. 
Rick Snyder of Michigan is an 
enigma. 

Snyder, a Republican busi¬ 
ness executive who took of¬ 
fice last year after a wave 
of GOP statehouse victo¬ 
ries, has told his Republican- 
dominated Legislature that a 
right-to-work measure is not 
on his agenda. 

The issue, he says, is too divi¬ 
sive. 

And as some lawmakers 
made it clear that they in¬ 
tended to take their time 
considering their options on 
the national health care law, 
Snyder said Michigan need¬ 
ed to move swiftly to set up a 
health insurance exchange. 
Then, last month, to the as¬ 
tonishment of Republicans 
who had sponsored some 
voting measures, Snyder ve¬ 
toed several of them, includ¬ 
ing one that called for requir¬ 
ing photo identification to 
get an absentee ballot. 


MICHAEL BARBARO 
© 2012 New York Times 

It was supposed to be a 
15-minute courtesy visit from 
a Republican with big presi¬ 
dential aspirations to a ris¬ 
ing star in Congress with big 
ideas about how to address 
the nation’s fiscal problems. 
Mitt Romney, who had just 
left office as governor of 
Massachusetts and was 
moving to the right on issues 
like abortion, was beginning 
to immerse himself in federal 
budget policy. Rep. Paul D. 
Ryan of Wisconsin, who on 
that day in early 2007 had 
just become the top Repub¬ 
lican on the House Budget 
Committee, was promoting 
a small-government libertari¬ 
anism that within a few years 
would become Republican 
Party orthodoxy. 

Inside the Longworth House 
Office Building, 15 minutes 
turned into an hour as the 
two men traded theories 
about how to overhaul Medi¬ 
care, Social Security and the 
tax code, a pair of policy ma- 
vens out-geeking each other 
over esoterica like border- 
adjustable taxes. “We went 
deep into the weeds,” Ryan 


Snyder, who never sought 
elective office before 
he ran for governor with 
the unlikely slogan “One 
Tough Nerd," says he is 
unambiguously a Repub¬ 
lican, and it is a descrip¬ 
tion with which many 
Michigan Democrats 


recalled in an interview. 

It was the start of a on- 
again, off-again five-year 
courtship that encapsu¬ 
lated their party’s gradual 
adoption of a more con¬ 
servative stance on fiscal 
issues, a shift punctuated 
a week ago by Romney’s 
selection of Ryan as his 
running mate. 

His choice of Ryan had 
clear political overtones 
for Romney, who despite 
years of trying to win over 
the right was still viewed 
with some suspicion by 
many conservative lead¬ 
ers. But to the degree 
that it was a marriage of 
political convenience, 
it came about only af¬ 
ter the two Republicans 
engaged in regular, sub¬ 
stantive and previously 
undisclosed exchanges 
that by this spring had 
left Ryan convinced that 
Romney had come to a 
similar policy viewpoint. 
The future No. 2, it turned 
out, was doing some vet¬ 
ting of his own. 

Over the past 18 months, 
with Romney emerging 
as the Republican Par- 


strenuously (and unhap¬ 
pily) concur. Yet Snyder, 
a former accountant who 
has single-mindedly fo¬ 
cused on Michigan’s eco¬ 
nomic woes, also studiously 
steers clear of public par¬ 
ty-line battles and avoids 
the sort of language that 


ty’s presidential nominee, 
the frequency and inten¬ 
sity of their communica¬ 
tion deepened. Romney 
turned to Ryan for detailed 
cansultations on his eco¬ 
nomic platform. 

Ryan made sure his Medi¬ 
care proposal in the House 
matched up with what 
Romney was offering on 
the campaign trail. 


Romney recruited several 
of Ryan’s top aides as cam¬ 
paign advisers, and the 
candidate’s staff members 
asked the congressman to 


riles up some Republican 
crowds. And, in a state 
that Mitt Romney hopes 
to make a battleground, 
he has even sidestepped 
opportunities to criticize 
President Barack Obama. 
“I’m a proud Republican 
- there’s no issue with 
that at all, so why can’t I 
be a proud Republican 
and just try to solve prob¬ 
lems?” Snyder, who turns 
54 on Sunday, said in an 
interview. 

“I feel a lot of this is just 
common sense,” he went 
on. 

“If you dropped all the 
rhetoric, all the fighting, 
in a lot of ways people 
could come up with solu¬ 
tions they could all agree 
on.” 

Snyder likes to call his ap¬ 
proach “relentless posi¬ 
tive action,” a term that 
prompts eye rolls from 
some Michigan politi¬ 
cians for its earnest, self- 
help-book sound and for 
his frequent use of it. The 


review language in Rom¬ 
ney’s planned speeches 
and opinion pieces, peo¬ 
ple close to both men 
said in interviews. 

Ryan did not shy from of¬ 
fering pointed advice well 
before he was named 
running mate: For months, 
he had urged Romney 
to focus his campaign 
as much on a “a positive 


vision” as on the short¬ 
comings of the Obama 
presidency, something 
Romney has since em- 
phasizedQ 


nonideological tack has 
kept him outside the bright¬ 
est spotlight, making him a 
quieter, plainer counterpart 
to firebrands like Gov. Scott 
Walker of Wisconsin or Gov. 
Paul R. LePage of Maine, 
who arrived in the same Re¬ 
publican wave. 

Unsettled is whether Snyder’s 
method can work with a na¬ 
tional partisan divide that 
seems to grow deeper by 
the instant. 

Republicans and business 
leaders here widely praise 
Snyder, crediting him with 
balancing the state’s once- 
troubled budget, dumping 
a state business tax and pre¬ 
siding over an employment 
rebound in a state that not 
long ago had the highest 
jobless rate in the nation. 
“He’s done an amazing 
job,” said Bill Ford, execu¬ 
tive chairman of the Ford 
Motor Co. “Rick doesn’t get 
bogged down in partisan 
stuff.” 

Snyder got favorable ratings 
from 47 percent of voters - 
including about three-quar¬ 
ters of Republicans, almost 
a quarter of Democrats and 
about half of independents 
- in a statewide survey by 
EPIC-MRA in July. Snyder’s 
favorable number was simi¬ 
lar to Obama’s. 

“This governor has taken 
ahold of a state that was at 
the bottom of the heap,” 
said State Sen.Darwin L. 
Booher, a Republican who 
praised Snyder’s leadership 
despite having sponsored 
one of the voting bills Snyder 
rejected (and learning of the 
veto, he said, only an hour or 
two before it was issued). 
“Sometimes it’s gotten him in 
trouble that he doesn’t look 
at things politically, but it’s 
refreshing.” 

Democratic leaders dis¬ 
miss Snyder’s style as just a 
new political pose. His talk 
of inclusiveness and civility, 
in the view of Mark Brewer, 
the Democratic state party 
chairman, has masked one 
of the most conservative 
agendas of any Michigan 
governor since the 1940s. 
They say he has all but ig¬ 
nored Democrats, who hold 
minorities in the Legislature, 
and has been mostly in lock 
step with Republicans. He 
has vetoed only six bills, as 
well as lines from 14 others. □ 



Gov. Rick Snyder (R-Mich.), second from right, taiks with Sen. 
Cori Levin (D-Mich.) as Mayor Dave Bing, right, stands nearby, 
in Detroit. Snyder has sought to fix his state’s economy and 
to avoid party-iine batties, but it is unsettied whether his ap¬ 
proach can work with the deepening nationai partisan divide. 

(Fabrizio Costantini/The New York Times) 


Courtship for the Romney-Ryon ticket started severai years ago 



Mitt Romney, the presumed Repubiican presidentiai candidate, 
and his running mate. Rep. Paui Ryan (R-Wis.), at a campaign 
event at the NASCAR Technicai institute in Mooresviiie, N.C., 
Aug. 12, 2012. A congeniai meeting in 2007 between Romney 
and Ryan ied to cioser coiiaboration, especiaiiy in the iast 18 
months, as the Repubiican Party shifted more to the right. 

(Eric Thayer/The New York Times) 
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During lull in battle, Assad makes rare appearance 


ZEINA KARAM 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — Syrian Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad attend¬ 
ed prayers in a Damascus 
mosque to mark the start of 
a Muslim holiday on Sunday, 
his first appearance in pub¬ 
lic since the bombing last 
month that killed four of his 
top security officials. 
Elsewhere in the country, 
thousands staged anti-gov¬ 
ernment protests in mosques 
and cemeteries following 
special prayers marking Eid 
al-Fitr, the three-day holiday 
that ends the holy fasting 
month of Ramadan. Pious 
Muslims traditionally visit 
graves and recite prayers 
for the dead on the holiday. 
Amateur video posted by 
activists on the Internet 
show a large group of wor¬ 
shippers in o mosque at ol- 
Zohera district in Damascus 
shouting: “There is no God 
but Allah” and “Assad is the 
enemy of God,” while clap¬ 
ping their hands over their 
heads. “May God protect 
the Free Syrian Army!” they 
also cried, referring to the 
main rebel group fighting to 
topple Assad. 

Ramadan in Syria was par¬ 
ticularly deadly this year as 
the civil war reached the 
two largest cities, Damas¬ 
cus and Aleppo. The Syr¬ 
ian regime has suffered a 
series of setbacks over the 
past month that point to a 
loosening of its grip on the 
country. The July 18 rebel 
bombing of the state-se¬ 
curity headquarters in the 
capital was o major blow 
to Assad. Flis brother-in-law 
was among the four killed 
officials. 

There has also been a 
steady stream of high-level 
defections by government 
officials, diplomats and 
generals, though Assad’s in¬ 
ner circle and military have 
largely kept their cohesive 


stance behind him. And 
the regime has been un¬ 
able to fully subdue rebel 
challenges in the two ma¬ 
jor cities, Damascus and 
Aleppo. 

Syrian state TV broadcast 
footage showing Assad 
praying at the city’s Ri- 
hab al-Flamad mosque, 
a relatively small mosque 
in al-Muhajireen district 
only few hundred meters 
(yards) from the presiden¬ 
tial palace. 

Residents of Damas¬ 
cus said security forces 
blocked streets and en¬ 
circled several central 
mosques in the capital 
from Saturday evening, 
possibly to confuse people 
about where Assad would 
attend the traditional holi¬ 
day prayers. 

Unlike previous years, 
Assad was not shown ar¬ 
riving or leaving in his 
convoy. Fie was pictured 
seated cross-legged on 
the mosque floor, wearing 
a suit and tie, and later, 
standing and briefly shak¬ 
ing hands with officials be¬ 
fore leaving. 

“All this points to a state of 


confusion and lack of con¬ 
fidence at the leadership 
level,” said Syria-based ac¬ 
tivist Mohammad Saeed. 
“It shows they don’t have 
security in the capital un¬ 


der control.” Assad’s ap¬ 
pearance comes amid 
much speculation on the 
whereabouts of Vice Presi¬ 
dent Forouk ol-Sharoo, who 
was said by some members 


of the Free Syrian Army to 
hove defected to the op¬ 
position. On Saturday, his 
office denied the reports. 
Al-Shoraa was not shown in 
the footage at the mosque 
with Assad, but observers 
said the two rarely attend 
the same functions for se¬ 
curity reasons. 

The last time Assad ap¬ 
peared in public was on 
July 4 when he gave a 
speech in parliament. 

Since then, there has been 
a sharp escalation in the 
civil war with almost daily 
fighting in some districts of 
the capital. As it battles for 
survival against the rebels, 
the regime has increas¬ 
ingly resorted to the use of 
airstrikes, particularly in the 
north where rebels have 
seized large swathes of ter¬ 
ritory. Abdelboset Siedo, 
president of the Syrian Na¬ 
tional Council opposition 
group, reiterated his call for 
international powers to mili¬ 
tarily enforce a no-fly zone 
that would prevent Syrian 
regime aircraft being used 
against rebels as well as 
safe corridors to protect 
civilians.□ 



In this photo released by the Syrian official news agency SANA, 
Syrian president, Bashar Assad, performs Eid prayers in the 
Hamad Mosque in Damascus, Syria, Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012. 
Assad prayed eariy on Sunday at the start of Eid al-Fitr, a three- 
day hoiiday marking the end of the hoiy month of Ramadan. The 
iast time he appeared in pubiic was on Wednesday, July 4, 2012 
when he gave a speech in pariiament. 

(AP Photo/SANA) 




i, . % 


Relax, re-energize S restore 

! balance 


Upper body massage S-35 
Spa montcur© £ pedicur© S50 
Massage ^ racial $135 


Zenergy 


1ja,iI[nI (1 rtiiutvi IkKii Oub 
I L IrHihpjlP iU'd 
fnTI'SH I l2Tr»-S42 XKR 

< phuwi I 





3 Course Local Wefm 


Appetizer, Entree and Dessert 

Fish Soup or Salad 

lee Cream, Huesillo or Choeolate Cake 
Choice include our specialties: 

FIruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, 
Fisherman’s Loot, Ribs, Qasparito Chicken, 


( Qasparito #3 ■ Noord, Arub^ 

^ Tel: ( 29 T) 586-7144 / 5 B 6 -T 044 J 

Don't forget alioui our early liird special from 5:30 to 6:30 




95 

#p/p- 

































Monday, August 20, 2012 


IIWORLD NEWS 


PMf 


NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 

^ l-UNCH * DINNER 


niEEDEUVEIYO«ER$40|nL 

m It MP ION Risi Hom PismeT > iiciiPiHfi tie iucii I 


ALL YOU CAN 
EAT PANCAKES 


$ 6.99 




FREE COFFEE 
UNLIMITED REFILLS WITH 
ANY BREAKFAST ENTREE 



5 Burgers Aruba 


OPEN DAILY - 7:00 A.M. -10:00 ISH 

LOCATED DEHIND SEROn FRODS, ACROSS FROM THE RADISSDH HQTEI 




BURGERS HANDPRESSED/DAILY FRESH CUT FRIES!! 


Monti: Italy’s financial situation makes progress 


FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Italy’s finan¬ 
cial situaticn has made 
progress compared with 
last year, the premier 
said Sunday, believing 
the country will eventu¬ 
ally emerge from the bleak 
eccncmic crisis. 

Marie Mcnti said the con¬ 
dition of the economy was 
“werse" in 2011, befere he 
was appeinted tc lead Italy 
dawn a tcugh path cf aus¬ 
terity, new taxes and pen- 
sicn referms. 

But Mcnti, an eccncmist 
whe put tegether a gev- 
ernment cf technccrcts 
in Nevember, didn’t ven¬ 
ture any timeframe for the 
hoped-for exit from finan¬ 
cial distress. 

“I work daily tc grapple 
with the crisis,” Monti said 
in a speech tc pciiticians, 
Icbcr and industry figures to 
the Adriatic beach resert 


tewn cf Rimini. 

“But are we really in crisis? 
A year age, we thought we 
were less so, but perhaps 
we were more so,” Monti 
argued. “I see the moment 
approaching in which we’ll 
emerge.” 

He explained that by push¬ 
ing threugh Parliament 
measures that pciiticians 
had avcided far years, like 
reining in Italy’s genercus 
pensicn system, the coun¬ 
try is in many ways in better 
shape now than when he 
took the helm. 

Monti was appeinted to re¬ 
place media mcgul Silvia 
Berlusccni, whe resigned 
under intense market pres¬ 
sures as Italy’s berrewing 
casts scared against a 
backdrep cf a high defi¬ 
cit, sluggish eccncmy and 
stubbern unempicyment. 

With electiens learning in 
spring, there is the risk that 
pciitical leaders will increas¬ 


ingly resist Monti’s prescrip¬ 
tion for financial healing, 
which sc far has included 
the revival cf preperty tax¬ 
es, higher sales taxes, slash¬ 



ing spending and raising 
the age Italians can retire 
with generous pensions. 
Monti has said repeatedly 
that he won’t run for a new 


Italy’s Prime Minister Mario 
Monti touches his forehead 
during o press conference in 
Madrid, Spain. Italy’s premier 
says the financial situation has 
made progress compared to 
last year and he believes the 
country will eventually emerge 
from the economic crisis. Monti 
said Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012 
Italy now has more credibility 
and even influence in Europe, 
thanks to pension and other 
reforms passed in Parliament by 
what he dubbed the “miracle” 
of center-right and center-left 
political forces pulling together. 
(AP Photo/Andres Kudacki) 


term. 

In his speech, Monti lav¬ 
ished praise on lawmakers 
from a wide political spec¬ 
trum, who so far have gen¬ 
erally given him his way in 
his anti-crisis strategy. “Daily 
I see the miracle” of rival 
pciiticians pulling tegether 
to back his proposals, Mcnti 
said. 

One of the few political 
parties to oppose Monti 
has been Berlusconi’s ex- 
ally, the regional Ncrthern 
League. But the League, 
weakened by scandals, 
has lest much cf the clout it 
had enjeyed as the lynch- 
pin party in three Berlusconi 
coalitions since the early 
1990s. □ 


Bomber kills 7 Russian policemen at funeral 


SERGEI VENYAVSKY 
Associated Press 
ROSTOV-ON-DON, Russia 
(AP) — A suicide bomber 
blew himself up as pclice- 




Appetizer 

Stuffed Avocado 
Escargots Bourguignon 
Fruits of the Seven Sea 
Choice of Soup 

Entrees: 

Breaded Grouper 
topped with Coconut Shrimps 
served with rice and vegetables 

Land & Sea 

Chicken Breast, Steak & Shrimps 
with rice and vegetables 

Breaded Chicken Breast 

Served with Mushroom sauce, 
topped with cheese 
served with vegetables and 
_ - stuffe d potato _ 


Twin Tenderloin or 
Chicken Parmesan 

Served on a bed of 
Linguini Pasta 

Desert & Coffee- 


Daily from: 5:30PM till 7:00PM 

For reservation please call: ' h'fff Cfw 



men in southern Russia gath¬ 
ered Sunday far the funeral 
cf a slain ccileague, killing 
at least seven of the police¬ 
men and badly wcunding 
12 ether people, investiga¬ 
tors said. 

The funeral was held at the 
home of an cfficer whe 
had been shot dead the 
night before by militants in 
Ingushetia, cne cf the pre¬ 
dominantly Muslim republics 
in Russia’s restive North Cau¬ 
casus regicn. In the nearby 
republic cf Dagestan, twe 
masked gunmen burst into 
a Shiite mosque during Sat¬ 
urday evening prayers and 
epened fire, wounding eight 
people, police said. Shiites 
are a minority in Dagestan 
and threugheut the North 
Caucasus, where an Islamic 
insurgency has raged for 
years. The latest attacks 
tcck place as Muslims in 
Russia and creund the world 
prepared for the feast that 


celebrates the end of the 
holy month of Ramadan. 
Pciice investigating the 
shooting at the mosque in 
the city of Khesavyurt found 
a large homemade bomb 
and were able to defuse 
it Sunday merning, Dages¬ 
tan pciice spokesman Vy¬ 
acheslav Gasanev said. 
Militants have often rigged 
explosives to go off as pc¬ 
iice respond to a shooting 
or other attack. 

In Ingushetia, Gcv. Yunus- 
Bek Yevkurev said the mili¬ 
tants had killed the police 
officer in the town of Mal- 
gobek to set up the suicide 
attack at the funeral the 
next day. In Chechnya, 
where the Islamic insurgen¬ 
cy began during separat¬ 
ist wars in the 1990s, four 
policemen were killed late 
Friday when their vehicle 
was attacked by gunmen 
firing Kalashnikov automatic 
weapons. □ 
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Our luxurious catamaran will take you 
to Aruba’s best snorkel spots. Visit 
the Antilla ship wreck and more. 


Morning and afternoon tours available 



Book now! Via internet: www.redsailaruba.com or by phone: (+297) 586-1603 


Man in Afghan uniform kills NATO service member 



Afghans look of a pool of blood of fhe scene of an explosion 
of o cemefery in Loshkor Goh soufhwesf of Kabul, Afghonisfon, 
Sunday, Aug. 19,2012. A bomb hidden in fhe cemefery exploded 
Sunday os o police official and his family were visiting fhe grave 
of a relative, killing fhe official and his brofher, police said. A 
man in an Afghan police uniform shof and killed an infernafional 
service member on Sunday, NATO said, raising fhe deafh foil fo 
10 in such affacks in fhe space of jusf fwo weeks. 

(AP Phofo/Abdul Khaleq) 


HEIDI VOGT 
MIRWAIS KHAN 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 

A man in an Afghan palice 
unifarm shat and killed an 
internatianal service mem¬ 
ber an Sunday, NATO said, 
raising the death tall ta 10 
in such attacks in the space 
at just twc weeks. 

The surge in viclence by 
Afghan allies against their 
internatianal partners has 
raised daubts about the 
ability of the two forces to 
work together at a key tran¬ 
sition time. Afghan forces 
are expected to take over 
security for the country by 
the end of 2014, when the 
majority of international 
combat forces are sched¬ 
uled to leave. 

On the other side, a coali¬ 
tion airstrike killed dozens of 
Taliban militants, including 
one of their leaders, officials 
said. 

Few details were immedi¬ 
ately available about Sun¬ 
day’s killing of a coalition 
member in southern Af¬ 
ghanistan. NATO said only 


that they and Afghan au¬ 
thorities were investigating. 
Afghan officials could not 
be reached for comment. 
The Taliban hove been ac¬ 
tively recruiting members of 
the Afghan security forces, 
saying in a statement last 
week that they considered 
these turncoat attacks a 
major port of their strategy 
against international forces. 
Once an anomaly, these 
attacks have been climb¬ 
ing in recent months. There 
have been 30 such turn¬ 
coat attacks so far this year, 
up from 11 in 2011. 

On Saturday Defense Sec¬ 
retary Leon Panetta called 
Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai to encourage him to 
work with U.S. commanders 
to ensure more rigorous vet¬ 
ting of Afghan recruits. 

On Friday it was disclosed 
that U.S. troops have been 
ordered to carry loaded 
weapons at all times in Af¬ 
ghanistan, even when they 
are on their bases. The order 
was a precaution against 
such insider attacks. 

The monthlong Ramadan 


fasting period that ended 
Sunday has been particu¬ 
larly violent. The Eid al-Fitr 
holiday on Sunday contin¬ 
ued the trend. 

Insurgents killed two pairs 
of brothers with links to the 
government as well as three 
NATO service members in 


three separate attacks. 

In the first attack, a bomb 
hidden in a cemetery in 
the southern province of 
Helmand killed a police 
chief and his brother who 
were visiting a family grave 
for the holiday. 

Seven of the men’s family 


members were wounded 
in the early-morning blast 
in the provincial capital 
of Lashkor Goh, said the 
Helmand deputy police 
chief, Ghulam Rabbani. 

No one claimed responsi¬ 
bility, but the attack was 
consistent with the Taliban’s 
strategy to target authori¬ 
ties and others who align 
themselves with the gov¬ 
ernment or international 
forces. The two men were 
brothers of a lawmaker for 
Helmand province, Abdul- 
wadood Popal, who was 
not at the cemetery at the 
time of the blast. 

The family was visiting the 
grave after attending a 
morning prayer service for 
the holiday, which ends the 
month-long Ramadan fast¬ 
ing period. 

Later in the western Farah 
province, gunmen on a 
motorcycle opened fire on 
the car of an intelligence 
service official as he was 
driving home from o fam¬ 
ily visit, killing him and his 
brother, who worked for the 
customs service.□ 


Three women shot dead 
on road in central Mexico 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Police found the 
bodies of three women who were shot to 
death early Saturday with assault rifles on 
a roadside in the central Mexico state of 
Morelos. 

The women were believed to be between 
the ages of 20 and 25, though they had 
not been identified. 

Two of the women had their hands tied be¬ 
hind their backs. One was wearing only a 
blouse. 

The Morelos state prosecutors’ office said 
15 spent shells from assault rifles were found 
at the scene. 

Morelos is just south of Mexico City and has 
been the scene of drug cartel turf battles 
involving the remnants of the Beltran Leyva 


gang. 

In the western state of Michoacon, police 
found a total of eight bodies in two clumps 
on the side of a highway. 

Four of the bodies were charred beyond 
recognition in a burned-out sport utility ve¬ 
hicle, said Carlos Arrieta, the spokesman 
for the Michoacon state prosecutors office. 
A man’s dismembered body was found in 
several plastic bags near the vehicle. 
Several towns away along the same high¬ 
way, police found the bullet-riddled bod¬ 
ies of three more men. 

The area has seen bloody fighting between 
the Knights Templar cartel and the Jalisco 
Nueva Generation gong, which is believed 
to be allied with the Sinaloa cartel.Q 


The Consulate General of the United States in Curacao seeks an 

Information Systems Center Manager 

WHO MAY APPLY : Applicants must be a United States Citizen who either 

possesses or can obtain the required work and/or residency permits and be able to 

begin work in Curacao within one month of receiving a final offer of hire. 

Mandatory Requirements : 

• A baccalaureate degree in the field of Computer Science or Information 
Technology Systems is required. 

■ Microsoft Certified Solutions Expert (MCSE) certification or Microsoft 
Certified IT Professional (MCITP) certification is required. 

■ A minimum of three years experience working with computer networks 
is required, or a minimum of three years Systems Administrator, 
systems maintenance and network management is required, or a 
combination of the two. 

• Must be proficient in operating Microsoft programs (Excel, PowerPoint, 
and Word). 

• English, Level 4 (fluent) speaking, reading, writing is required. 

• Must have a valid driver's license. 

■ Must be able to obtain and maintain a Top Secret security clearance. 

We offer a challenging job with an excellent compensation package. 

For detailed information visit our web page 

http://curacao.nsconsulate.gov/job_opportunities.html. 

Deadline for applications August 31. 2012 
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Swimmer Nyad steady in Cuba-Fla. record attempt 



In this photo released by Diana Nyad via the Fiorida Keys News Bureau, endurance swimmer Diana Nyad swims off Havana, Cuba, 
Saturday, Aug. 18, 2012, as she begins a more than 100-miie trip across the Fiorida Straits to the Fiorida Keys. Nyad, who turns 63 on 
Aug. 22, is trying to be the first swimmer to cross the Straits without a shark cage. 

(AP Photo/Christi Barii) 



U.S. swimmer Diana Nyad adjusts her swimming cap as a woman appiies a protective ointment to 
her skin as she prepares to jump into the water and start her swim to Fiorida from Havana, Cuba, 
Saturday, Aug. 18, 2012. Endurance athiete Nyad iaunched another bid Saturday to set an open- 
water record by swimming from Havana to the Fiorida Keys without a protective shark cage. 

(AP Photo/Ramon Espinosa) 


PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Endur¬ 
ance athlete Diana Nyad 
forged ahead through 
the Straits of Florida with 
renewed vigor Sunday in 
pursuit of a record 103-mile 
(166-kilometer) unassisted 
open-water swim without 
the aid of a shark cage. 

The 62-year-old Los Ange¬ 
les woman was said to be 
comfortable, confident 
and steady at around 50 
strokes per minute after a 
harrowing night of painful 
jellyfish encounters — de¬ 
spite a new-and-improved 
bodysuit she hoped would 
offer better protection. 
Nyad was stung four times 
during the night on the 
neck, lips, hand and fore¬ 
head, according to mem¬ 
bers of her 50-member 
crew who updated tons 
through social medio. 
“Today is more like swim¬ 
ming,” one member quot¬ 
ed her as saying, via Twit¬ 
ter. “I don’t know what 
you would call last night ... 
probably surviving.” 

At 18 hours into the swim, 
she had traveled 21.7 miles 
from Havana. Choppy seas 
were calmer, and her team 
reported only o light wind. 
Nyad hod planned to don 
the bodysuit, which covers 
her from head to toe ex¬ 
cept for holes for the eyes, 
nose and mouth, at night, 
when jellyfsh tend to rise to 
the surface. But it appar¬ 
ently did not work os well 
os anticipated. 

At least two of the stings 
were from the dangerous 
box jellyfish, which forced 
her to cut short her second 
of two attempts lost year as 
toxins built up in her system. 
At one point, with jellyfish 
particles everywhere in 
the water, Nyad changed 
strokes to keep her face 
out of harm’s way. 

“There are so many jelly¬ 
fish,” said another tweet. 
“Diana is swimming back- 
stroke right now leading 
with the cop-covered port 
of her head to minimize 
contact.” 

“The backstroke is work¬ 
ing!” it added. 

By day, the jellies receded, 
and she was able to re¬ 
sume freestyle swimming. 
Nyad, who turns 63 Wednes¬ 
day, is making her third at¬ 


tempt since lost summer at 
a cageless crossing of the 
Straits of Florida. She also 
mode o failed try with o 
cage in 1978. 

Australian Susie Maroney 
successfully swam the 
Straits in 1997, but she used 
a used a cage. This June 
another Australian, Penny 
Palfrey, made it 79 miles 
toward Florida without a 
cage before strong cur¬ 
rents forced her to aban¬ 
don the attempt. 

A kayak-borne appara¬ 
tus shadowing Nyad helps 
keep sharks at bay by gen¬ 
erating a faint electric feld 
that is not noticeable to 
humans. 

A team of handlers is al¬ 
ways on alert to dive in 
and distract any sharks 
that make it through. 

One of those divers was 
also stung by a jellyfish. 
Nyad, goggle-eyed with 
sun-bleoched hair, said 
before she set out from Ha¬ 
vana’s Hemingway Marina 
on Saturday that she hod 
braced herself for pain. 
“There’s a reason no one’s 
ever done it, but I’m pre¬ 
pared,” she said. “I may 
suffer some, but I’m pre¬ 
pared for that, too.” 

Nyad has been training for 
three years and is in peak 
shape, according to friend 
and trainer Bonnie Stoll. 


The team expects Nyad 
will take at least 60 hours to 
complete the swim, mean¬ 
ing she would arrive in the 
Florida Keys sometime Tues¬ 
day. 

She takes periodic short 
breaks to rest, hydrate and 
eat high-energy foods like 
peanut butter. 

Besides sharks, jellyfish, the 
elements and the limits of 


human endurance, Nyad 
must contend with the mo¬ 
notony and sensory depri¬ 
vation inevitable in mara¬ 
thon swimming. 

To help, she relies on a 
mental playlist of about 65 
songs mostly “from my gen¬ 
eration.” 

They include classics from 
the likes of Bob Dylan, the 
Beatles and Neil Young, 


plus Jonis Joplin’s chart¬ 
topping version of “Me and 
Bobby McGee.” 

“If I sing that 2,000 times in 
a row, the whole song, I will 
get through five hours and 
15 minutes,” Nyad said in o 
video posted on her web¬ 
site. 

“It’s kind of stupid,” she 
added, “but it gets me 
through.”□ 

























ChefMirko Reeh at Fusion: 


Cooking & Singing for his TV Show, with media 

personaiity Tabitha Fecunda 



Eagle Beach - Popular TV 
presenter/producer chef 
MIrko Reeh, a media super- 
star In his native Germany, 
who is considered one of Eu¬ 
rope's top ten chefs visited 
Aruba os guest of the Aruba 
Tourism Authority and Divi Re¬ 
sorts. 

On his lost night here, the leg¬ 
endary VIP hosted o cooking 
and tasting show at Fusion, 
Alhambra Shops, with medio 


personality Tobitho Fecunda, 
os the show emcee. Chef 
Mirko demonstrated o few 
of his signature recipes, live, 
with o soup, o salad, and 
two main courses, a grilled 
tenderloin and a grilled fish, 
prepared o la minute, under 
the stars, and while the cam¬ 
eras rolled, the audience 
tasted and approved. Fe¬ 
cunda who is the Island Mar¬ 
keting & Promotion Manager 


of the Links at Divi Aruba, is 
also the host of TNT, Tabitha 
on Television, a popular local 
program. On Saturday night 
while Chef Mirko was record¬ 
ing the events for German TV, 
and singing some German 
hit songs, between courses, 
Tabitha and her crew were 
filming for local consumption. 
Following an invitation of 
the Aruba Tourism Authority, 
Chef Mirko enjoyed a load¬ 


ed five-day agenda here, 
filming some of his TV show 
episodes with the intention 
of promoting Aruba os o culi¬ 
nary destination to his millions 
of European viewers. 

Chef Mirko runs cooking 
schools, operates top-rated 
restaurants, authors cook¬ 
books, stars in a children 
cooking show on Nickelode¬ 
on and on his main TV pro¬ 
gram, Chef in o Bacon Coot, 


just lost more than 30kg, 
cooking lean and light dishes 
with the audiences. Charm¬ 
ing, worm, entrepreneurial, 
and always prepared to 
lough, chef Mirko took o big 
bite out of Aruba and liked it, 
he will be bock for vocation, 
he soys! 

During the taping of the show 
episode. Chef Mirko was 
greatly assisted by Divi Execu¬ 
tive chef, Edwin Geerman .□ 
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Family Green honored at Marriott Surf Club 


Recently a group of loyal 
visitors of Aruba were hon¬ 
ored os Distinguished Visi¬ 
tors. The symbolic honor¬ 
ary title is presented in the 
name of the Minister of 
Tourism os a token of ap¬ 
preciation to guests who 
visit Aruba for between ten 
and twenty consecutive 
years. All of the honorees 
ore members of Marriott 
Surf Club and hove been 
enjoying the Island every 
year. The honorees were 
Jockond Karen Green, and 
Alonno and Joy Green, all 
resident of Lowell, Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

The certificate was present¬ 
ed by Dorline S. de Cuba, 
representing the Aruba 
Tourism Authority, with 
Korellys Hoevertsz, Front 
Desk Manager of Marriott 
Surf Club. 

The main reason they re¬ 
turn to Aruba is because 
they consider Aruba to be 
the Happy Island, the great 
weather, white sand beach 
and the local food. □ 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

fs a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 - 747 2066 or send them an email 
at aruhibacigars@gmail.com 
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The Carubbian 
Festival 

Aruba's Carnival 
experience 
every week of the 
year! 

Most visitors dort'l have the oppohunity 
to experience Aruba's cultural highlight 
of the year—Carnival (or, as we call it 
here, Carnaval}. 8ul now you i::an 
discipver the cx^orlul epiril ol Aruba's 
Carnival every Thursday evening at the 
Carrubian Festival:. Siluated on; the 
island's souihem lip in the hearl of San 
Nicolas where Caribbean and Aruban 
cultures nneel, ihe Carubbian- Festival 
brings Carnival to tile with live Calypso 
and Soca music, a parade oE glittery 
dancers showcasing many of our past 
Carnival^ gorgeous coslumes, festive 
brass bands, stilt walkers, handicrafts, 
and traditional homemade cuisine of 
the Caribbean region. 

We encourage you to spend an evC' 
ning with Ihe locals, and enjoy a taste of 
our culture al the Carubbian Festival, 
it's also a great family or group activityl 

Package includes: 

* Round'trip Iransporlalkin from 
your hotel 

* Entrance to Ihe festival 

• Dinner and beverages 

■ Entertainmenl - Camiva! show, 

live music, and more 

• A commemoralive carnival 
mask 

Prin - $64 per person 

$32 children 12 years and under 
V/Hom : Mam^trsel San Nicolas 
When rlhujradayafromSpiTilo lOpra 

tnterrnBEinn; visit your gwest services desk in 
your holel for more intormatiDn and licketB, 

The Ca/LiiJpian Fcsifva/ iS an rnjftiifri/s of 

rhfif Miniatty of Thyrtpm, Tian$poftiiUon ^nd 
Lntxiur. Operuted by ffte CarvWjr^f? Fourr- 
‘.!3!ion. 




6:OOpm-1 0:00pm 


TICKETS AVAr 

De PalmTou 


EVERY THURSDAY 
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Celebrating successful V* & 2"^ quarters of 2012: 


Divi Vacation Ownership honors the Best of the Best! 




Divi Vacation Ownership 
celebrated their employ¬ 
ees of the 1st and 2nd 
quarter of 2012. In o beau¬ 
tiful new ballroom at the Al¬ 
hambra the employees en¬ 
joyed a wonderful evening, 
where their top executives 
were honored. All the em¬ 
ployees hove contributed 
to some amazing numbers 
in soles for the first holt of 
the year, making us won¬ 
der what more they will be 
doing for the second holt 
of the year! 

-The employees who were 
honored for the 1st quarter 
were: 


Top Soles Executive for Dol 
Time: Judesko Peterson 
Top Soles Executive for 
Phoenix: Miguel Dozo 
Top In-house Soles Execu¬ 
tive Dol Time: Michelle 
Brokow Top In-house Soles 
Executive Phoenix: Roselyn 
Russell Top Finance Man¬ 
ager Dol Time: Nikki Sim¬ 
mons 

Top Finance Manager 
Phoenix: Ruben Pietersz 
Top Marketing Executive: 
Ann Louise John 
Top administrator: Wilfred 
Moduro 

-The employees honored 
for the 2nd quarter were: 


Top Soles Executive for Dol 
Time: Eduard Flenriquez 
Top Soles Executive for 
Phoenix: Gwendolyn Giel 
Top In-house Soles Execu¬ 
tive Dol Time: Iona de Windt 
Top In-house Soles Execu¬ 


tive Phoenix: Roselyn Russell 
Top Finance Manager Dol 
Time: Nikki Simmons 
Top Finance Manager 
Phoenix: Elisabeth Guerra 
Top Marketing Executive: 
Delores Johnson 



Top administrator: Rose¬ 
mary Euson The employees 
enjoyed on evening filled 
with good food and drinks 
from their wonderful res¬ 
taurants Ginger and Fusion, 
with lots of laughter. □ 


St. Lucia impresses in its inaugural year 
hosting the Digicel Kick Start sport clinics 


Led by England and Liver¬ 
pool football legend, John 
Barnes, the Digicel KickStart 
Clinics came to St. Lucia 
this week for the first time in 
the programme’s five years 
- and impressed Barnes 
with the talent on display. 
“Given it was the first time 
St. Lucia hosted o leg of the 
Digicel Kick Start Clinics, I 
was very impressed. The set 
up and approach was spot 
on and, while the quantity 
of talent was not os high os 
other countries, I am very 
happy with my chosen 
three boys for the Digicel 
Academy and I think they 
will go toe-to-toe with their 
peers when they oil meet in 


Barbados,” said Barnes. 

Fie continues; “The pitch 
was fantastic and the boys 
were really energised hav¬ 
ing just completed o Digi¬ 
cel Socceromo lost week¬ 
end, so the energy was 
high and the enthusiasm 
palpable. What I stressed 
to the boys is that, while 
they have the ability, they 
must now apply the disci¬ 
pline and attitude and they 
will get the most from the 
Digicel Academy in Barba¬ 
dos this October.” 

The three boys chosen from 
St. Lucia, Ridel Stanislaus, 
Luc Millar and Shodroch 
Flenry (oil 15 years-old), will 
join their peers from across 



The chosen three boys from the St. Lucia leg of the Digicel Kick 
Start Clinics, Ridel Stanislaus, Luc Millar and Shadrach Henry, 
pose with Head Coach, John Barnes and Digicel St. Lucia Coun¬ 
try Manager, Holly Hughes-McNamara. 


eight other countries in the 
Caribbean, Central Amer¬ 
ica and the United States 
at the week-long Digicel 
Academy in October this 
year. The region’s top tal¬ 
ent will be put through their 
paces by coaches from 
Chelsea FC in Barbados 
where they will experience 
what life is like os o profes¬ 
sional footballer. Speak¬ 
ing on securing his place 
in the Academy, Shodroch 
Flenry, said; “I am so happy 
that I was chosen by Digi¬ 
cel and this has been so 
emotional for me because 
my recently-deceased fa¬ 
ther would hove been so 
proud of me.Q 



































































Wyndham Championship to resume on Monday 

Chad Campbell keeps away from the rain during the final round of the Wyndham Championship golf tournament in Greensboro, 
N.C., Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012. Sergio Garcia will have a one-shot lead when play resumes. 

Associated Press 
PagelS 




Greg Biffle celebrates in Vic¬ 
tory Lane after winning the 
Pure Michigan 400 Race auto 
race at Michigan International 
Speedway, Sunday, Aug. 19, 
2012, in Brooklyn Mich. 

Associated Press 

Biffle wins 
at Michigan 
when Johnson’s 
car falters 

NOAH TRISTER 
AP Sports Writer 
BROOKLYN, Michigan (AP) 

— Greg Biffle won the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup race 
at Michigan Internation¬ 
al Speedway on Sunday 
when leader Jimmie John¬ 
son left the track because 
of engine trouble with six 
laps left. 

Johnson started the race 
from the back because 
of an engine change, but 
made it all the way to the 
lead and looked as though 
he had the superior car af¬ 
ter passing Brad Keselowski 
on lap 191 of 200. But John¬ 
son couldn’t hold on, and 
Biffle took advantage. 

After Johnson faltered, 
there was a caution for oil 
on the track. Biffle held off 
Keselowski by 0.416 sec¬ 
onds in the green-white- 
checkered finish. 

Continued on Page 17 
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Rain forces delay at Wyndham with Garcia leading 


JOEDY McCreary 
AP Sports Writer 
GREENSBORO, North Caro¬ 
lina (AP) — It’s been four 
years since Sergio Garcia’s 
last PGA Tour victory. He’ll 
have to wait one more day 
before he can try to finish 
this one off. 

And a downpour at the 
Wyndham Championship 
meant another day of un¬ 
certainty for others on the 
playoff bubble. 

Garcia had the lead at 
15 under through four 
holes Sunday when the fi¬ 
nal round in the Tour’s last 
event before the FedEx 
Cup playoffs was suspend¬ 
ed for the day because of 
heavy rain. 

Tim Clark, Jason Dufnerand 
Bud Cauley were at 14 un¬ 
der through varying stages 
of their rounds, and 38 play¬ 
ers — half the field — were 
still on the course when 
play was stopped. 

After waiting roughly 2 
hours, 20 minutes, officials 
decided to bring them 


back to Sedgefield Country 
Club at 9 a.m. Monday to 
crown a champion and fig¬ 
ure out who qualifies for the 
playoffs and who doesn’t. 
It will be the first Monday 
finish in Greensboro since 
1983. 

Tour officials said more than 
2 inches of rain fell on the 
course since Saturday night 
and Mark Russell, the Tour’s 
vice president of rules and 
competition, said the 15th 
hole became “unplay¬ 
able.” 

The stoppage came at 
3:10 p.m. when the show¬ 
ers picked up, and it was 
expected to be only a brief 
delay, with the players ini¬ 
tially staying on the course. 
Officials reversed that deci¬ 
sion and brought them in a 
short while later. 

Then, when the initially an¬ 
nounced restart time of 
5 p.m. was pushed back 
twice — first to 5:30 p.m., 
then 6 p.m. — it made it 
virtually impossible for the fi¬ 
nal pairing to finish 14 holes 


in the roughly 2 hours of re¬ 
maining daylight and guar¬ 
anteed a Monday finish. 
The decision to suspend 
things was announced at 
5:28 p.m. 

“It started raining and just 
wouldn’t stop. The golf 
course got to the point 
where it was saturated,” 
Russell said. “We got to a 
point where we knew we 
couldn’t finish ... so we 
made a decision that we 
would let it drain tonight, 
come back in the morning 


and be in position to re¬ 
sume play at 9 o’clock.” 
Clark, who started the day 
a stroke behind Garcia 
after letting a few birdie 
chances get away late in 
Round 3, birdied two of his 
first four holes to match Gar¬ 
cia at 15 under. A bogey on 
the par-5 No. 5 — the most 
frequently eagled hole 
on the course — dropped 
him back a stroke, and he 
was in the fairway on No. 6 
when the rain delay came. 
“Obviously, we’d all like to 


continue playing,” Clark 
said. “You get into a rhythm 
out there, and you’d like to 
keep going. But it’s going 
to be the same for all of us. 
It’s just a tough situation.” 
Garcia began the day at 
14 under and had three 
pars sandwiched around a 
birdie on the par-3 No. 3. He 
was preparing for a 40-yard 
chip when play stopped. 
Garcia, who hasn’t won on 
Tour since the 2008 Players 
Championship, also wants 
a spot on the European Ry¬ 
der Cup team. The 10 au¬ 
tomatic qualifiers will be set 
following the Johnny Walk¬ 
er Invitational with captain 
Jose Maria Olazabal mak¬ 
ing two captain’s picks. 
Garcia certainly made a 
case for inclusion with his 
play this week, following 
his second-round 63 — his 
lowest round on Tour in a 
decade — with a 66 that 
gave him a one-stroke lead 
entering the final round. 
While Garcia continued his 
chase for that spot, other 
players were trying to se¬ 
cure a spot in the playoffs 
that begin later this week. 
The top 125 on the points 
list qualify for The Barclays 
at Bethpage Black. 

Heath Slocum, who arrived 
at No. 128, was at 11 under 
through 13 holes and was 
at No. 120 on the projected 
standings. 

Every stroke was critical 
for Y.E. Yang, who came 
to Greensboro at No. 129 
and needed a strong final 
round to push his way into 
the postseason. 

He finished at 6 under fol¬ 
lowing a third straight 69 
and was projected to miss 
the playoffs at No. 127 
when play stopped. 


Willie Woods wins 
Champions Tour event 

ENDICOTT, New York (AP) — Willie Wood won the Dick’s 
Sporting Goods Open on Sunday for his first Champions 
Tour title, beating Michael Allen with a par on the first hole 
of a playoff. 

Wood made a long birdie putt on the final hole of 
regulation to match Allen, a two-time winner this year, at 
13-under 203 on the En-Joie Golf Course. Wood closed 
with a 66, and Allen shot 66. 

In the playoff on the par-4 18th hole, Allen’s drive that 
went way left, essentially ending his chances. 

Woods earned $270,000 for the victory, his first since he 
won the 1996 Deposit Guaranty Golf Classic for his lone 
PGA Tour title. 

Joey Sindelar, Kenny Perry, Tom Lehman and Brad Faxon 
finished a stroke back. Sindelar had a 66, 

Perry and Lehman shot 67, and Faxon had a 71 .□ 



Sergio Garcia, of Spain, putts on the first green during the finai 
round of the Wyndham Championship goif tournament in 
Greensboro, N.C., Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012. 

Associated Press 
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Federer beats Djokovic 
for 5th Cincinnati titie 


JOE KAY 
AP Sports Writer 
MASON, Ohio (AP) — Top- 
ranked Roger Federer 
won a record fifth Cincin¬ 
nati title Sunday, dominat¬ 
ing second-ranked Novak 
Djokovic from the outset 
of a 6-0, 7-6 (7) win for the 
Western & Southern Open 
championship. 

It was the first time in the 
tournament’s history that 
the top two played for the 
title. From the start, it was 
no match. 

Federer improved to 5-0 in 
Cincinnati finals and tied 
Rafael Nadal for the most 
Masters titles with 21. 

Nadal dropped out of the 
tournament with a sore 
knee that has sidelined him 
indefinitely. 

“A record break — always 
something special when 
that happens,” Federer 
said. 

Djokovic won the Rogers 
Cup in Toronto last Sunday 
and was trying for his first 
win in Cincinnati, where 
he reached the finals last 
year but had to quit the 
title match against Andy 
Murray because of a sore 
shoulder. He seemed to be 
running on fumes in his sec¬ 
ond final in two weeks. 

“I had a fantastic week in 
Toronto,” Djokovic said. “I 
came in here and didn’t 
really expect to get this far, 
get all the way to the title.” 
By contrast, the 31 -year-old 
Swiss star skipped the Rog¬ 
ers Cup, leaving him fresher 
Sunday. 

Federer and Djokovic rare¬ 
ly have such lopsided days 
together. The Swiss star 
won the first set in only 20 
minutes, allowing Djokovic 
just 10 points. It was the 
first time in their 28 career 


matches that one of them 
took a set 6-0. 

The Serb never fully recov¬ 
ered, snapping his streak 
of 15 straight wins on hard 
courts. 

“I made a lot of double¬ 
faults,” Djokovic said. “I 
was just trying to win that 
first game and get things 
moving.” 

It was the seventh time that 
they’d played for a tourna¬ 
ment title. 

They split the previous six, 
with Federer winning the 
only Grand Slam champi¬ 
onship match among them 
— the U.S. Open in 2007. 
Their rivalry took an interest¬ 
ing turn last year. 

Djokovic beat Federer in 
a five-set semifinal at the 
U.S. Open, then beat him 
again in the semis at Rome 
and the French Open this 
year. Federer regained the 
upper hand by defeating 
the Serb — in the semifinals 
again — at Wimbledon last 
month. 

Both reached the final in a 
dominating style — neither 
lost their serve or a set dur¬ 
ing the week. 

Federer held his 38 service 
games, facing only three 
break points. Djokovic held 
serve for 31 games, over¬ 
coming 10 break points. 
Federer put an end to that 
right away. 

Helped by a double-fault, 
Federer broke Djokovic’s 
serve to start the match. 
Then, helped by two more 
double-faults, he broke 
him again to go up 3-0. 
Djokovic went to his chair 
at the break and grabbed 
a different racket, hoping 
to change the flow of the 
match. 

Made no difference 
whatsoever. □ 


Novak Djokovic, left, from 
Serbia, and Roger Federer, 
from Switzerland, pose with 
their trophies after the men’s 
final at the Western & South¬ 
ern Open tennis tournament 
on Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012, in 
Mason, Ohio. 

Associated Press 
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Young helps Rangers rout Blue Jays 11-2 



Toronto Blue Jays catcher Yan Gomes, center, misses the tag on Texas Rangers' David Murphy, lett, 
as home plate umpire Bill Welke, right, makes the call during third-inning baseball game action in 
Toronto, Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012. 


TORONTO (AP) — Matt Har¬ 
rison set the tone with a ter¬ 
rific start, and the best of¬ 
fense in baseball took core 
of the rest. 

Michael Young hit o three- 
run homer and added a 
two-run double to help the 
Texas Rangers beat the 
slumping Toronto Blue Joys 
11-2 on Sunday. 

“We really fed off of (Har¬ 
rison) today,” Young sold. 
“Usually when you hove 
o good offensive perfor¬ 
mance you feed off the 
starting pitcher.” 

Harrison (14-7) pitched 
eight strong innings to 
match his career high for 
wins, set last season. The 
left-hander allowed two 
runs and two hits, struck out 
seven and walked one. 
“Tremendous,” Rangers 
manager Ron Washing¬ 
ton said of Harrison. “He 
worked tost, he got quick 
outs, he pounded the strike 
zone, he used all his pitch¬ 
es.” 

David Murphy also con¬ 
nected and doubled 
twice, and Geovony Soto 
hod three hits os base¬ 
ball’s highest scoring team 
passed 600 runs for the sea¬ 
son. The AL West leaders sit 


atop the majors with 606 
runs scored. 

“Offense is always a hot- 
button issue in Texas with 
the culture we’ve built 
up with offense over the 
years,” Young said, “but 
we’re no different than any 
other team in the sense 
that starting pitching is al¬ 
ways the biggest key. We 


get that kind of effort, we 
like our chances.” 

Held to four runs while split¬ 
ting the first two games of 
the series, Texas pounded 
out 19 hits in the finale, two 
shy of their season high. 
Harrison entered with an 
0-2 record and o 12.00 
ERA in five career gomes 
against Toronto, includ- 


Associated Press 

ing a loss May 2 of Rogers 
Centre when he allowed a 
season-high eight runs in 3 
1-3 innings. 

A slight tweak to his windup 
didn’t deliver results in the 
bullpen, but things come 
together once Harrison 
took the mound. 

“I kind of turned more to¬ 
ward first base out of my 


Biffle 

Continued from Page 17 

Kosey Kohne finished third 
in the 400-mile race, fol¬ 
lowed by Dole Earnhardt 
Jr. and Marcos Ambrose. 
Biffle took over the points 
lead, while Johnson 
dropped from first to fourth. 
Pole sitter Mark Martin was 
sailing along in the lead for 
most for the first 65 lops be¬ 
fore his race ended in scary 
fashion. Bobby Lobonte 
went into o spin while Mar¬ 
tin was coming up from be¬ 
hind, and Martin went slid¬ 
ing off toward pit rood. His 
cor crashed frighteningly 
into the end of o short, nar¬ 
row barrier on the interior 
side of pit road. 

The side of Martin’s cor 
was essentially impaled by 
the end of the wall, just in 
front of the left rear tire 
and dangerously close to 
the driver’s seat. But in the 
smoky scene that followed, 
Martin was able to get out 
and walk away. 


“I really feel that was o 
freak accident. I’m not sure 
you con ever completely 
fix something like that,” 
Martin said. “That was o 
pretty freak angle that I 
got it. I’m not sure what 
you con do. It could hove 
been really bod if I would 
hove got into that hole o 
little deeper where it would 
hove caught me in the 
door instead of the crush 
area bock there.” 

Johnson started from the 
bock, and so did Earn¬ 
hardt, who was using a 
backup car after a mishap 
in practice Saturday. The 
two Hendrick Motorsports 
teammates mode a solid 
run of it, but it was Biffle 
and his No. 16 Ford that 
emerged of the end. 

It was Biffle’s second win of 
the year and third career 
victory of MIS. Keselowski, 
racing in his home state, 
settled for second place for 
the second straight week. 
Earnhardt won of MIS in 
June, snapping o four-year 



Greg Biffle crosses fhe finish line fo win fhe NASCAR Sprinf Cup 
Pure Michigan 400 aufo race af Michigan Infernafional Speed¬ 
way Sunday, Aug. 19, 2012, in Brooklyn, Mich. 

Associafed Press 


losing streak. The lost driv¬ 
er to sweep the two Cup 
races at MIS was Lobonte 
in 1995. Tony Stewart and 
Jeff Gordon both had mo¬ 
tor problems, finishing 32nd 
and 28th. Gordon, Kyle 
Busch and Carl Edwards 
entered the race on the 


outside looking in for the 
Chose for the Sprint Cup, 
which starts next month. 
Those three didn’t do much 
to change that. Edwards 
finished sixth and Busch 
was 13th. There are three 
more races before the 
Chose starts. □ 


windup,” Harrison said. “I 
was having trouble stay¬ 
ing over the rubber and this 
helped out o lot.” 

“I was a little worried warm¬ 
ing up today because I 
was all over the place,” he 
added. “I probably threw 
20 bolls in the dirt. It ended 
up working out so I con 
stick with it.” 

Harrison became the first 
lefty in Rangers history to 
win 10 rood starts in o sea¬ 
son. He’s 10-4 in 15 outings 
away from home, including 
two shutouts. 

“The most important thing 
was my mechanics and I 
was able to hone those in 
pretty quick,” he said. “It 
definitely kept me in the 
strike zone more and built 
confidence, and I was able 
to be more aggressive with 
all my pitches.” 

Young’s fourth homer in the 
fifth gave him as many RBIs 
with one swing os he had 
collected in 17 previous 
games in August. The drive 
also snapped o career- 
long 88-game drought be¬ 
tween home runs. Young 
lost went deep in o win 
May 7 at Baltimore. 

“I sow him use his hands the 
way he’s able to,” Wash¬ 
ington said. “Before he hod 
o lot of body and today it 
was hands. Hopefully he’s 
about to come around.” 
Murphy went 3 for 4 with 
o walk and hit o solo drive 
in the ninth against rookie 
Chad Jenkins for his 11th 
homer of the season. Mark 
Lowe completed the two- 
hitter os Texas won for the 
third time in four gomes. 
“David has been swinging 
the bat extremely well,” 
Washington said of Mur¬ 
phy. Mike McCoy hit a 
solo homer and drove in 
two runs os the Blue Joys 
lost for the 16th time in 21 
gomes. Toronto went 3-7 
on o lO-gome homestond 
against the AL’s three divi¬ 
sion leaders. New York, Chi¬ 
cago and Texas. “(Texas) 
is o team you can’t moke 
mistakes against,” Blue 
Joys catcher Yon Gomes 
said. “One through nine 
they con hurt you.” Trailing 
1-0 on McCoy’s groundout, 
Texas took the lead in the 
third when Soto and Mitch 
Moreland hit back-to-back 
RBI singles. □ 
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‘As Rose watches, Jeter keeps closing in 



New York Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter hits a fly ball to right 
field againsf fhe AAinnesofa Twins, af Yankee Sfadium in New 
York. Jefer needs a liffle more fhan 1,000 hifs fo cafch fhe career 
hif leader, Pefe Rose, and his record 4,256 hifs. 

(Jason Szenes/The New York Times) 


JOSHUA PRAGER 
© 2012 New York Times 

Derek Jeter stood on first 
base. His single in Seattle 
hod pulled the rookie to 
4,255 hits behind baseball’s 
career leader, Pete Rose. 
The boll was retrieved. He 
was 20 years old. 

Jeter is now 38 and a base¬ 
ball immortal. Even before 
he steps to the plate for his 
next ot-bot, he is rounding 
third and heading for home 
- more than three-quarters 
of the way to 4,256. Jeter is 
now 1,008 hits behind Rose. 
A little more than thousand 
hits. Con he do it? Jeter 
amassed his fastest 1,000 in 
749 gomes, according to 
the Elios Sports Bureau. His 
slowest, meantime, took801 
gomes over five seasons, a 
stretch that ended this sum¬ 
mer. Barring the miraculous, 
Jeter would be for slower 
still to the next thousand. 
That would put him at age 
44 or 45 when he reaches 
Rose, if he is still playing. It is 
no coincidence that in the 
history of baseball, only one 
man hod 1,000 hits otter 
turning 38: Rose himself. 

Still, in this, his 18th season, 
Jeter has found his inner 
rookie; he is batting .317 
and leading all of baseball 
in hits with 160. (He also has 
the most ot-bots.) And the 
four primary factors that 
beget hits - beyond monu¬ 
mental talent - ore all in 
Jeter’s favor. 

First, Jeter is in great physi¬ 
cal shape and has sus¬ 
tained just one bod injury in 
18 years. Second, he ploys 
(and always has) toward 
the top of a lineup on a 
great offensive team, which 
gets him more ot-bots. Third, 
he hustles each ot-bot. 
Fourth, he ploys shortstop, a 
position that demands just 
modest offense and so, his 


legend aside, he will be less 
prone to be replaced even 
if his production declines - 
so long os he ploys on ad¬ 
equate shortstop. 

But that lost proviso is a 
big one. Shortstop is a de¬ 
manding position mode for 
young legs. Just three men 
hove played more gomes 
at shortstop than Jeter. 
Omar Vizquel has played 
the most, 2,709. But Vizquel, 
the senior Blue Joy, who will 
retire come autumn at the 
age of 45, has played just 
nine of those gomes this 
season and 34 at five other 
positions. Vizquel, the oldest 
ever to ploy shortstop, said 
there comes a disconnect 
between the mind, which 
thinks it con moke a ploy, 
and the body, which can’t. 
He said that Jeter “just has 
to wait for his body to let 
him know.’’ 

Jeter has played 2,498 
gomes at shortstop, 43 at 
designated hitter and zero 
elsewhere. Looking ahead, 
where should he ploy? 
There ore many opinions. 
The retired pitcher Jim 
Koot, a baseball analyst 


for MLB Network, suggests 
that in time, Jeter will DH a 
lot, adding, “The only oth¬ 
er logical place would be 
first base.’’ But Rob Neyer, 
a columnist and editor for 
SB Nation, points out that 
Yankees first baseman Mark 
Teixeiro is signed through 
2016 and soys that Jeter’s 
inevitable decline os a hit¬ 


ter will render his use os DH 
nonsensical. 

Third base, he soys, might fit 
Jeter (were Alex Rodriguez 
to DH more), os might left 
field. But Koot said he be¬ 
lieved that left field would 
prove too much ground for 
Jeter to cover well. 

Brian Coshmon, the Yan¬ 
kees’ general manager, 
does not seem so sure. 

“I’m not proposing this,” 
Coshmon was careful to 
state first, “but his skill set, his 
athleticism, is like a Robin 
Yount.” Yount, of course, 
moved to center field from 
shortstop. 

But Yount left shortstop at 
29, and Coshmon soys he 
will not know what Jeter is 
capable of and where he 
might fit best until his con¬ 
tract expires next season. 
(Jeter will hove the option 
to remain with the team in 
2014 at a substantial pay 
cut.) 

Whatever position he might 
move to, it will be a difficult 
decision. On the one hand, 
Jeter is hitting very well and 
fielding adequately, and 


the mere suggestion of 
shooing him from short bor¬ 
ders on blasphemy. 

On the other hand, in the 
history of baseball, ac¬ 
cording to Elios, just three 
men age 40 or older hove 
played at least 100 gomes 
at shortstop in a season: 
Honus Wagner, Luke Ap¬ 
pling and Vizquel. And so 
someday soon it will be ap¬ 
parent to even Jeter that 
if he wonts to keep hitting, 
he will hove to yield his posi¬ 
tion. 

Such prognostication, of 
course, is predicated on 
two assumptions: that Jeter 
will wish to keep playing 
when his contract expires 
at age 40, and that the 
Yankees and their captain 
will come to agreement on 
a new deal. 

At least one Jeter ton seems 
sure that they will. Soys Pete 
Rose: “He’s not the kind of 
guy who’s going to ploy for 
another team.” 

Rose was that kind of guy. 
He played for three teams 
(at six positions). Anywhere 
to keep getting hits.Q 
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Salmonella outbreak in 20 
states kills 2 and sickens 141 


Tips for searching 
for nursing homes 


MARC SANTORA 
© 2012 New York Times 

An outbreak of salmonella 
infections across 20 states 
has resulted in two deaths 
and sickened 141 people 
in recent weeks, state and 
federal authorities said. 

The source of the outbreak 
appears to be cantaloupes 
from a farm in southwest¬ 
ern Indiana, the authorities 
said. They urged consum¬ 
ers who have purchased 
melons grown in that area 
to discard them. 

The outbreak has been 
most severe in Kentucky, 
where 50 people have 
been infected and the two 
deaths occurred. 

People infected with sal¬ 
monella develop diar¬ 
rhea, fever and abdomi¬ 
nal cramps within 12 to 72 
hours after exposure, ac¬ 
cording to a statement Fri¬ 
day from the federal Food 
and Drug Administration’s 
Coordinated Outbreak Re¬ 
sponse and Evaluation Net¬ 
work. Most people recover 
within a week. 

Flowever, in some cases 
the diarrhea is severe and 
the infection can spread 
from the intestines to the 
blood stream and then to 
other parts of the body. If 
not treated quickly, it can 
lead to death. 

Each year, about 400 
people in the U.S. die from 
acute salmonellosis, ac¬ 
cording to the FDA. 


The earliest known illness in 
the current outbreak oc¬ 
curred July 7, and those 


infected range in age from 
younger than 1 to 92, ac¬ 
cording to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention, which is working 
with the state and local 
authorities to stem the out¬ 
break. 

ttealth officials interviewed 
24 people stricken with sal¬ 
monella since the start of 
the outbreak, and 18 of 
them reported eating can¬ 
taloupe in the last week, 
the CDC said. 

In Kentucky, health officials 
isolated a strain of salmo¬ 
nella from two cantaloupes 
taken from a local retail 
outlet and traced them 


bock to a farm in Indiana. 
“As a result of the initial in¬ 
vestigations by the state 


(Photo) 

health departments in Indi¬ 
ana and Kentucky, a farm 
in southwestern Indiana has 
contacted its distributors, 
which reach outside Indi¬ 
ana into other states, and is 
withdrawing its cantaloupe 
from the marketplace,” the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention said in a 
statement. 

“The farm has agreed to 
cease distributing canta¬ 
loupes for the rest of the 
growing season.” 

Last year, a multistate out¬ 
break of listeriosis that killed 
29 people was linked to 
cantaloupes from a farm in 
Colorado. 


CHARLES ORNSTEIN 
© 2012 Los Angeles Daily 
News 

We’ve designed Nursing 
ttome Inspect to moke it 
fast and easy to search 
thousands of recent gov¬ 
ernment inspection reports 
from around the country, 
most since the beginning 
of 2011. Following ore some 
tips to help you get the best 
results. 

First, a little background. 
The reports come from the 
U.S. Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services 
(CMS), which put them 
online in July. Unlike the 
CMS site, however. Nurs¬ 
ing Flome Inspect allows 
searches by keyword and 
city, as well as a home’s 
name. Also unlike CMS, our 
app allows you to search 
acrcss all the reports at 
ance. As at taday, the un¬ 
derlying database cavers 
nearly 118,000 deficiencies 
at 14,565 homes. There are 
more than 15,000 nursing 
hames in the U.S., and as 
CMS releases newer in¬ 
spection reports in the fu¬ 
ture, we plan ta add them. 
Our search engine lacks 
through the narrative por¬ 
tion of the inspection re¬ 
ports - the part where in¬ 
spectors describe condi¬ 
tions in the home and any 
deficiencies they discov¬ 
ered. This is where the de¬ 
tails are. It’s best to keep 
two things in mind while 
searching. First, the results 


are a snapshot and not 
necessarily camprehen- 
sive far homes nationwide. 
Second, because inspec¬ 
tors may write up their re¬ 
parts differently, it is wise to 
try several search terms to 
be sure you’re getting the 
most complete results. 

For example, take a cam- 
man problem like bed 
sores, which can develop 
if a resident is confined to 
bed and staff members do 
not turn the person often. 
Searching for the phrase 
“pressure sore” returns 
2,121 results. Searching for 
the phrase “bed sore” re¬ 
turns 1,946 results, some of 
them duplicates. But other 
words that also can return 
deficiencies related to bed 
sores include: “decubitus, 
purulent and pus,” as well 
as “stage iii” and “stage iv” 
(phrases that describe the 
mast sericus and danger- 
aus sares, but can alsa de¬ 
scribe cancer prcgression). 
Another example: “sexual 
assaults.” Though uncom¬ 
mon in nursing homes, 88 
reports include “rape” and 
120 include “sexual as¬ 
sault” (there is some over¬ 
lap). A broader search for 
the word “sexual” yields far 
more results, 787. 

Some other searches that 
piqued our interest were: 
“cigarette” and “burn” 
(found patients who were 
burned when allowed to 
smoke without supervision); 
“conviction” (found nursing 
home staff with criminal re¬ 
cords); “ignore,” “mistreat” 
and "rude” (found resi¬ 
dents who believed they 
had been mistreated). 

A search far the wards “ter¬ 
minate” and “suspend” 
often produces results in¬ 
volving nursing home staff 
who were disciplined for al¬ 
leged miscanduct.Q 
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An outbreak of salmonella infections across 20 states has 
resulted in two deaths and sickened 141 people in recent weeks, 
state and federal authorities said. The source of the outbreak 
appears to be cantaloupes from a farm in southwestern Indiana, 
the authorities said. 
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Next wave in rescues: Remote-control ‘lifeguards’ 


MICHELLE R. SMITH 
Associated Press 
WESTERLY, Rhode Island 
(AP) — Think of a lifeguard 
and you might conjure up 
images of sunburned teen¬ 
agers working a summer 
job. A new and relatively 
inexpensive lifesaving de¬ 
vice could change that. 
Meet EMILY, a remote-con¬ 
trolled lifeguard. It looks like 
a buoy, but it’s a small wa¬ 
tercraft fitted with a flota¬ 
tion device. It can go up to 
22 mph (35 kph) and can 
get to people more quick¬ 
ly, and in some cases more 
safely, than any human. 

It’s being used by a hand¬ 
ful of communities. Last 
month, it was used in its first 
rescue. 

“In the day and age of 
shrinking budgets and the 



Misquamicut, R.I., Fire Chief Louis Misto, left, holds a line attached 
to the EMILY remote-control lifesaving device os it propels itself 
in the water and away from the shore at Old Town Beach, in 
Westerly, R.l. EMILY, on acronym for Emergency Integrated 
Lifesaving Lanyard, is a small watercraft fitted with a flotation 
device and can go up to 22 mph, allowing it to get to people 
more quickly, and in some cases more safely, than any human. 

(AP Photo/Michelle R. Smith) 


availability of personnel, this 
is just another thing we can 
use,” said Joshua Williams, 
chief of the Depoe Bay Fire 
District in Oregon, which 
performed the rescue with 
it July 15. “It’s proven itself 
by saving a father and a 
son. It’s really all the proof 
that we need.” 

EMILY stands for Emergen¬ 
cy Integrated Lifesaving 
Lanyard. It’s a little over 4 
feet long (1.2 meters long), 
weighs 25 pounds (11 ki¬ 
lograms) and costs about 
$10,000. It’s made by Hy- 
dronalix, a Green Valley, 
Arizona, company estab¬ 
lished in 2009. 

If a swimmer is struggling, 
a lifeguard or anyone else 
can put battery-powered 
EMILY in the water and, with 
a remote control, send it 


through even rough waves 
to help. Some locations at¬ 
tach an emergency radio 
so they can instruct pan¬ 
icked swimmers on what 
to do. EMILY can’t bring 
swimmers back to shore, 
but it can keep them safe 
until rescuers get there, or 
be attached to a rope so 
rescuers can pull EMILY and 
anyone holding on back in. 
In Los Angeles County, the 
lifeguards made famous by 
the TV series “Baywatch” 
use EMILY to shoo people 
away from rip currents, said 
Rori Marston of Hydronalix. 
EMILY doesn’t replace a 
lifeguard. Someone must 
be on shore to operate EMI¬ 
LY, and lifeguards have skills 
EMILY can’t replicate. EM¬ 
ILY also can’t be used if a 
swimmer is unconscious. □ 


Soft to cushion a phone^ 
hard when it needs to be 
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The supershock-absorbent 
material called non- 
Newtonian polymer inspires 
a lot of “don’t try this at 
home” stunts, like getting 
whacked in the head with 
a shovel through a layer of 
the stuff. 

But these materials are also 
used in protective clothing 
for skiers and motorcyclists, 
and - no surprise here - 
cases for phones. 

A company called Tech21 
from Britain has been 
producing protective cases 
using the polymer D30 for 
T-Mobile, but in May it spun 
off its own line. 

These materials, also 
know generically as “rate- 
dependent materials,” 
work because their 
molecules freeze in place 
when struck hard but are 
pliant when moved gently 
- just like water, which is a 
rate-dependent material of 


a sort. If you lower yourself 
into a bath there is little 
resistance. But slap the 
water hard with the flat of 
your hand and it will leave 
your palm stinging. 

Tech21 has put D30 in cases 
for a variety of phones and 
some tablets and e-readers. 
Most of the cases are like 
the bumpers you see on 
iPhones, a protective strip of 
material that surrounds the 
outer edges. The D30 shows 
as an orange stripe on the 
part of the case where the 
company says a phone is 
most likely to take a jolt. A 
future case will also have a 
D30 pad in the back. 

The phone cases range 
in price from $30 for the 
Impact Band to $136 for 
the underwater Submariner 
case. When it comes to 
product stunts, though, 
you have to hand it to a 
company called G-Form, 
which also uses rate- 


dependent polymers in 
its products. It recently 
had BASE jumpers drop 
an iPhone from 1,000 
feet to demonstrate the 
effectiveness of its padding. 
— RGY FURCHGGTT 
THE ENEMY CGMBATANT 
IS CLGSE. HEAR THAT TWIG 
SNAP? 

Astro Gaming has long 
designed premium 

headsets for video game 
aficionados, and its latest, 
the A50 wireless headset, 
updates the device for 
fans. 

Designed with comfort and 
functionality in mind, the 
headset appears bulky but 
is actually light and flexible. 
And the Dolby 7.1 surround 
sound is crystal clear. You 
can hear every footstep of 
your enemy combatants 
and every shell casing 
dropped from a fired gun, 
all delivered over a 5.8 GHz 
wireless connection. □ 
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NY regulator has friends, foes after bank deal 


MICHAEL VIRTANEN 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, New York (AP) — 

New York financial regula¬ 
tor Benjamin Lawsky, an 
Ivy League ex-prosecutor 
and top lieutenant to Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo, shook a 
record $340 million settle¬ 
ment this week from a ma¬ 
jor British bank accused of 
money-laundering for Iran, 
earning both praise for his 
aggressive approach and 
criticism from those who 
saw it as a publicity grab. 
Despite the sniping from 
banks, other regulators and 
the financial press, ex-col¬ 
leagues said the 42-year- 
old married father of two 
is unlikely to back off. Like 
others in the Cuomo admin¬ 
istration, he’s a team player 
who works in concert with 
the popular Democratic 
governor who appointed 
him. “Banks ore upset with 
Lawsky because he’s clear¬ 
ly put down a marker that 
he’s going to be an aggres¬ 
sive regulator who defends 
the interests of New York 
state in a manner that goes 
beyond the enablement of 
the federal regulators in re¬ 


cent years,’’ said Neil Boret¬ 
sky, former inspector gen¬ 
eral of the federal Troubled 
Asset Relief Program that 
followed 2007’s market col¬ 
lapse. 

He and Lawsky were assis¬ 
tant U.S. attorneys in Man¬ 
hattan and worked togeth¬ 
er later on a Bank of Amer¬ 
ica case when Lawsky was 
a special assistant to then- 
New York Attorney General 
Cuomo. 

In the Standard Chartered 
case, Lawsky said the bank 
laundered $250 billion for 
Iran, in violation of U.S. trad¬ 
ing sanctions, leaving the 
U.S. financial system “vul¬ 
nerable to terrorists’’ in or¬ 
der to reap hundreds of mil¬ 
lions in profits. 

He threatened to revoke 
the bank’s New York license 
to halt its $190 billion-c-day 
currency clearing business 
in one of the world’s finan¬ 
cial capitals. Whether the 
civil settlement with Stan¬ 
dard Chartered is just a 
business cost for the global 
institution, another drop in 
a bucket of financial penal¬ 
ties that have failed to curb 
malfeasance by major in- 



Benjamin Lawsky, superintendent ot the New York State Depart¬ 
ment ot Financiai Services, speaks in Aibany, N.Y. Aithough he 
endures sniping trom banks, other reguiators and the tinanciai 
media, ex-coiieagues say that the top iieutenant in the Cuomo 
administration is uniikeiy to iet up on New York banks accused 
ot iaundering money tor iron. 

(AP Photo/Mike Groii) 


stitutions, is on open ques¬ 
tion. 

In 2010, Goldman Sachs 
agreed to pay $550 mil¬ 
lion and reform its business 
practices to settle SEC 
charges that it misled in¬ 
vestors in a subprime mort¬ 
gage product os the U.S. 
housing market was start¬ 
ing to collapse. 

In 2002, then-New York 
Attorney General Eliot 
Spitzer, the SEC and other 
regulators reached settle¬ 
ments with 10 investment 
banks for more than $1.4 
billion over charges of un¬ 
due influence on securi¬ 
ties research at brokerage 
firms. 

Standard Chartered had 
been negotiating for 
months on a settlement 
with the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment, the Federal Re¬ 
serve, the Justice Depart¬ 
ment and the Manhattan 
district attorney’s office, 
which had settled similar 
coses for $1.8 billion over 
the previous three years 
with INC Bank, Barclay’s 
Lloyd’s and Credit Siusse. 
Standard Chartered said 
those talks continue. □ 
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Heineken raises its bid for 
Tiger beer to $4.47 biiiion 



A truck driver delivers Heineken beer and other drinks in New 
York. Heineken NV has raised its bid tor a controlling stake in 
Tiger Beer maker Asia Pacific Breweries to $4.47 billion, hoping 
to ward ott a rival bid. 

(AP Photo/AAark Lennihan) 


British lawmakers criticize ex-Barclays CEO 


DAVID STRINGER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Former 
Barclays CEO Bob Diamond 
offered a “highly selective” 
account to a parliamenta¬ 
ry hearing on the banking 
rate-fixing scandal, British 
lawmakers said Saturday in 
a highly critical report. 

In its report regarding ma¬ 
nipulation of a key inter¬ 
bank interest rate. Parlia¬ 
ment’s Treasury commit¬ 
tee demanded sweeping 
changes to regulation of 
the banking industry, call¬ 
ing for authorities to get 
wider powers to prosecute 
offenders.Barclays has 
been fined $453 million by 
U.S. and British agencies for 
feeding false data which 
went into calculations of 


the London interbank of¬ 
fered rate, known as LIBOR, 
a market index that influ¬ 
ences the costs of a range 
of financial instruments, in¬ 
cluding home mortgages. 
The committee criticized 
both the Bank of England 
and the Financial Services 
Authority over failures to 
uncover the scandal soon¬ 
er, and said it was highly 
unlikely that the practice of 
rate-fixing was confined to 
one bank. 

“The sustained rigging of 
a crucial benchmark rate 
has done great damage to 
the U.K.’s reputation. Public 
trust in banks is at an all-time 
low,” committee Chairman 
Andrew Tyrie said. “Urgent 
improvements, both to the 
way banks are run and the 


way they are regulated, 
is needed if public and 
market confidence is to 
be restored. Tyrie said his 
committee was calling for 
higher fines for firms that fail 
to cooperate with regula¬ 
tors, a tightening of laws 
to make it easier to pros¬ 
ecute rate-fixing offenses, 
and stronger governance 
from the Bank of England 
— which was criticized as 
naive and “relatively inac¬ 
tive,” over manipulation of 
the LIBOR rate. 

In evidence given to the 
panel at a hearing in July, 
Diamond appeared to sug¬ 
gest that a Bank of England 
executive had encouraged 
Barclays to manipulate rate 
data — a charge the bank 
has denied.□ 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — 

Dutch brewer Fleineken 
NV has raised its bid for a 
controlling stake in Tiger 
Beer maker Asia Pacific 
Breweries to $4.47 billion, 
hoping to ward off a rival 
bid. 

Singapore conglomer¬ 
ate Fraser and Neave 
agreed early Saturday 
to sell its 39.7 percent 
stake in APB to Fleineken, 
which would give the 
Dutch brewer 81.6 per¬ 
cent of APB. 

Fleineken thought it had 
sealed the deal with a 
$4.23 billion bid in July, 
but Thai Beverage then 
offered Fraser and Neave 
55 Singapore dollars 
($43.91) per share for a 
7.3 percent stake in APB 
— better than Fleinek- 
en’s 50 Singapore dollars 
($39.92) per share bid. 
Fleineken’s new bid is 
53 Singapore dollars 
($42.31), but it covers Fra¬ 
ser and Neave’s whole 
stake. 

Saturday’s deal includes 
a $47 million break fee for 
Fleineken. □ 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzie based on 
a 9x9 grid with severai given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each coiumn 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
oniy once. The difficuity level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Groove 

4 Isolated bits of 
land in the sea 

9 Rate of speed 

13 October’s gem 

15 Martin or Allen 

16 Computer 
screen image 

17 Heavy book 

18 Come apart; 
fray 

19 Air pollution 

20 Smooth¬ 
skinned peach 

22 TV’s “To _ the 
Truth” 

23 “My Country, 
Tis of _” 

24 Pigeon’s sound 

26 Handbook 

29 Food poisoning 

34 Decorate 

35 Strength 

36 Scottish denial 

37 Apple’s center 

38 Showed 
courage 

39 Money owed 

40 Upper limb 

41 Attempted 

42 Syrup flavor 

43 Covered 
wagons' 
direction 

45 Sheen 

46 Argument 

47 Alan Alda TV 
series 

48 Cne of the 
Three Bears 

51 Surrounding 
and assailing 

56 Actor Baldwin 

57 Without 
companions 

58 Tidy 

60 Speed contest 

61 Group of pupils 

62 Strong wind 

63 _ for; requests 

64 24 _ gold 

65 Galloped 

DOWN 

1 Deteriorate 

2 Touch _; 
mention briefly 


3 Make gentle 

4 Tel Aviv, _ 

5 Fixed gaze 

6 Mr. Strauss 

7 Not _ close; 
totally wrong 

8 Chose 

9 Handgun 

10 High point 

11 “Groovy!" to 
today’s kids 

12 School subj. 

14 Professor’s talk 
21 ether _; 

besides 

25 “...Give us this 
day _ daily 
bread...” 

26 Showy parrot 

27 Venerate 

28 Standards 

29 Disinterested 

30 Was in the red 

31 Bumbling 

32 Mercury sedan 
of recent years 

33 “Lovely Rita, _ 
maid...” 

35 Twosome 


38 Disadvantage 

39 _ off; leaving 
quickly 

41 Deuce 

42 Is required to 

44 Vestiges; 
leftover signs 

45 Most recent 
47 High-IQ group 


48 Prefix for legal 
or medic 

49 Word of lament 

50 Actor Gregory 

52 Ms. Fitzgerald 

53 Fly high 

54 Within reach 

55 Celebration 
59 Three & seven 
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When the lender buys your 
insurance, a call is in order 


PAUL SULLIVAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

Force-placed insurance 
isn’t high up on most peo¬ 
ple’s list of mortgage wor¬ 
ries, not when so many 
people are in danger of 
losing their homes. But it’s 
been high up on mine ever 
since my wife and I had to 
battle our mortgage pro¬ 
vider to remove flood insur¬ 
ance it had bought for us 

- and we didn’t need - for 
a condominium we owned 
in Florida. 

While we eventually con¬ 
vinced our lender that we 
had adequate flood cov¬ 
erage, I spent many hours 
on the phone over many 
months before I got the 
insurance removed. I’ve 
since spoken to other peo¬ 
ple who had similar, if not 
worse, struggles. 

So I’ve been glad that the 
Consumer Financial Protec¬ 
tion Bureau has taken up 
the cause. It released rules 
last week that deal with 
various aspects of mort¬ 
gage servicing, the next 
step in its process to make 
lenders more accountable 
to borrowers. 

There are legitimate rea¬ 
sons for force-placed insur¬ 
ance. It protects a lender’s 
interest in a property when 
the borrower lets property 
or hazard insurance lapse. 
Mortgage contracts con¬ 
tain clauses that stipulate 
that the borrower needs to 
maintain proper insurance. 
But force-placed insurance 
has become problematic 
in two main areas. In some 
cases, insurance - for haz¬ 
ard, flood orwind coverage 

- was purchased for home- 
owners without giving them 
enough time to buy their 
own policy, and when the 
premiums were taken out 
of their monthly mortgage 
payment, it put them be¬ 
hind on their loan. (I should 
mention that the cost of 
force-placed insurance is 
almost always higher than 
the market rate.) In other 
cases, borrowers were told 
they had to have cover¬ 
age for something they did 
not think they needed and 
it was purchased for them 


anyway. 

In the worst cases, the cost 
of force-placed insurance 
pushed people who were 
already struggling finan¬ 
cially into foreclosure. But 
even the best cases were 
not that great: people, like 


me, who eventually got the 
insurance removed after 
months of frustrating calls 
and repeated faxes of in¬ 
formation. 

I wrote about the Consum¬ 
er Financial Protection Bu¬ 
reau’s initial proposals on 
force-placed insurance in 
April. These include stricter 
rules on when and how 
lenders notify borrowers 
that this insurance is going 
to be bought for them. 

The bureau’s goal with the 
rules is to educate consum¬ 
ers on the costs and cover¬ 
age limits of force-placed 
insurance, said Moira Va- 


hey, a spokeswoman. But 
the homeowners I’ve talk¬ 
ed to say the rules don’t go 
far enough, particularly be¬ 
cause they fail to impose 
penalties large enough to 
force lenders to be more 
responsive to consumers. 


The consumer agency said 
it would accept comments 
until Oct. 9 and would issue 
the final rules in January. 
The homeowners told me 
they were pleased with 
the agency’s proposal to 
require lenders to tell con¬ 
sumers how much force- 
placed insurance would 
cost them. The bureau sug¬ 
gested that lenders send a 
letter to consumers stating 
in bold type what the price 
of the insurance would be 
and noting it was “prob¬ 
ably more expensive than 
insurance you can buy 
yourself.’’□ 
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Ed Delgado, chief operating officer of Wingspan Portfolio 
Advisors, at his office, in Carrollton, Texas, Aug. 15, 2012. So- 
called force-placed insurance is purchased by a lender rather 
than a homeowner, but the homeowner has to pay for it, and it's 
rarely inexpensive. 

(Rex C. Curry/The New York Times) 


Classifieds 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent / sale 
Aruba Beach Club Superior Rm, 
sleeps 4, starts on aug. 25 to 
September 1, $395 rent 
$3400 buy. 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

196666 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent 
last minute Divi Dutch Village 
Studio starting on August 25 to 
September 1 $450 
Email: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

196672 


FOR RENT OR SALE 
Paradise Beach Villas 

week 31, 2 bedr Townhouse, 
week 4,1 bedr pool side 
Casa del Mar 
week 28, 2 bedr 
La Quinta 
1 bedr floating 

Gorgeous pool-beach-ocean- 
sunset views! 
wks can be switched 
call 941-343-1088 USA 

111203 



Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 
OS $10,000 OV $8900 
Oceanfront $17,000 
3BEDRM OV $17,000 
Platinum Season 
OV $18,750 OS $19,750 
3 BEDRM $29,000 
PlatPlus Holiday 51 OV $42,000 
PlatPlus NY 52 0V-$51,000 
Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
1B Oceanfront $9,500 
Platinum 2B OV $20,000 
Oceanfront PLAT $29,000 
Platinum IB OV $12,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

Timeshares 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting at 
$3200 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 

DIVI Aruba Phoenix 
Weeks 6, 7, 8,9-1B&2B 
Costa Linda, Playa Linda, Divi Resorts 
inventory 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for owners 
Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.concierqerealtv.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 

888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 

Michelle Donato 





DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 



ORANJESTAD 


20 August 

Dr. Gerrit-Croes 


Pharmacy on duty 


! 


ORANJESTAD: 
SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Servicio Seroe Preto Tel: 5844833 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergency 





911 


oies'T 


CRUISE SHIP 



August 22 Freewinds 
Carnival Valor 


Aruba Airport 
American Airlines 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Suriname Airways 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


Tel:524-2424 
Tel: 582-2700 
Tel: 588-0059 
Tel: 588-1900 
Tel: 588-9314 
Tel: 588-2244 
Tel: 582-7117 
Tel: 582-7896 
Tel: 588-4272 
Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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The unfortunate cost of trying to staying cooi 


ELISABETH ROSENTHAL 
© 2012 New York Times 

The blackouts that left hun¬ 
dreds of millions of Indians 
sweltering in the dark lost 
month underscored the 
status of air conditioning os 
one of the world's most vex¬ 
ing environmental quanda¬ 
ries. 

Fact 1: Nearly oil of the 
world’s booming cities ore 
in the tropics and will be 
home to on estimated 1 
billion new consumers by 
2025. As temperatures rise, 
they - and we - will use 
more air conditioning. 

Fact 2: Air conditioners draw 
copious electricity, and de¬ 
liver o double whammy in 
terms of climate change, 
since both the electricity 
they use and the coolants 
they contain result in plan¬ 
et-worming emissions. 

Fact 3: Scientific stud¬ 
ies increasingly show that 
health and productivity rise 
significantly if indoor tem¬ 
perature is cooled in hot 
weather. So cooling is not 
just about comfort. 

Sum up these facts and it’s 
hard to escape: Today’s 
humans probably need air 
conditioning if they want to 
thrive and prosper. Yet if oil 
those new city dwellers use 
air conditioning the way 
Americans do, life could be 
one stuttering series of mas¬ 
sive blackouts, accompa¬ 


nied by disastrous planet¬ 
warming emissions. 

We can’t live with air con¬ 
ditioning, but we can’t live 
without it. 

“It is true that air condition¬ 
ing made the economy 
happen for Singapore and 
is doing so for other emerg¬ 
ing economies,’’ said Powel 
Worgocki, an expert on in¬ 
door air quality at the Inter¬ 
national Center for Indoor 
Environment and Energy 
at the Technical University 
of Denmark. “On the other 
hand, it poses o huge threat 
to global climate and ener¬ 
gy use. The current pace is 
very dangerous.’’ 
Projections of air condi¬ 
tioning use ore daunting. 
In 2007, only 11 percent of 
households in Brazil and 
2 percent in Indio hod air 
conditioning, compared 
with 87 percent in the U.S., 
which has a more temper¬ 
ate climate, said Michael 
Sivak, a research professor 
in energy at the University 
of Michigan. “There is huge 
latent demand,” Sivok said. 
“Current energy demand 
does not yet reflect what 
will happen when these 
countries hove more mon¬ 
ey and more people con 
afford air conditioning.” Fie 
has estimated that, based 
on its climate and the size 
of the population, the cool¬ 
ing needs of Mumbai alone 


could be about o quarter 
of those of the entire U.S., 
which he colls “one scary 
statistic.” 

It is easy to decry the prob¬ 
lem but far harder to know 
what to do, especially in 
o warming world where 
people in the U.S. are using 
our existing air conditioners 
more often. The number of 
cooling degree days - a 
measure of how often cool¬ 
ing is needed - was 17 per¬ 


cent above normal in the 
U.S. in 2010, according to 
the Environmental Protec¬ 
tion Agency, leading to 
“on increase in electricity 
demand. 

’’The late arrival of this year’s 
monsoons, which normally 
put on end to India’s hot¬ 
test season, may hove 
devastated the incomes 
of farmers who needed 
the rain. But it “put smiles 
on the faces of those who 
sell white goods - like air 
conditioners and refrigera¬ 
tors - because it meant lots 
more sales,” said Rajendra 
Shende, chairman of the 
Terre Policy Center in Pune, 
Indio. 

“Cooling is the croze in In¬ 
dia - everyone loves cool 
temperatures and getting 
to cool temperatures as 


quickly os possible,” Shende 
said. Fie said that cooling 
has become such a cultur¬ 
al priority that rather than 
advertise a car’s accelera¬ 
tion, salesmen in India now 
emphasize how fast its air 
conditioner can cool. 
Scientists are scrambling 
to invent more efficient 
air conditioners and bet¬ 
ter coolant gases to mini¬ 
mize electricity use and 
emissions. But so for the 


improvements have been 
dwarfed by humanity’s ris¬ 
ing demands. And recent 
efforts to curb the use of air 
conditioning, by fiat or per¬ 
suasion, hove produced so¬ 
bering lessons. 

Since 2005, Japan hod 
been promoting energy 
conservation through its 
annual summer “cool biz” 
campaign: Air condition¬ 
ing thermostats in govern¬ 
ment offices were set to be¬ 
tween 75 and 77 degrees 
and workers were told they 
could forsake business suits 
for looser, cooler clothes. So 
torso good. 

But in the past year, the 
country became an un¬ 
witting laboratory to study 
even more extreme air 
conditioning abstinence, 
and the results have not 


been encouraging. After 
the Fukushimo earthquake 
and tsunami knocked out 
a big chunk of the coun¬ 
try’s nuclear power, the 
Japanese government 
mandated vastly reduced 
energy consumption. To 
that end, lights have been 
dimmed and air condition¬ 
ers turned down or off, so 
that offices comply with the 
government-prescribed in¬ 
door summer temperature 
of 82.4 degrees (28 Celsius); 
some offices hove tried os 
high os 86. 

Unfortunately, studies by 
Shin-ichi Tonobe, o pro¬ 
fessor of architecture at 
Wosedo University in Tokyo 
who has long been inter¬ 
ested in “thermal comfort,” 
found that while work¬ 
ers tolerated dimmer light 
just fine, every degree rise 
in temperature above 25 
Celsius (77 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit) resulted in o 2 percent 
drop in productivity. Over 
the course of the day that 
meant they accomplished 
30 minutes less work, he 
said.Other studies hove 
found that with office tem¬ 
peratures between 82 and 
86 degrees, symptoms like 
headache, drowsiness and 
difficulty concentrating in¬ 
crease, which may explain 
the drop in performance. 
Worse still, perhaps, Tonobe 
calculated that the suf¬ 
fering was oil for naught: 
When offices were kept 
above about 82 degrees, 
so many people were us¬ 
ing inefficient tons at their 
desks that the total electric¬ 
ity consumption could be 
higher than if the building 
had been better cooled. 
“That’s just stupid,” he said. 
Some studies from hot and 
humid Singapore also show 
that cooler is better when it 
comes to office work, said 
Worgocki, who is currently 
a visiting researcher at the 
Notional University there. □ 
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‘Expendables 2’ brawls to No. 1 with $28.8AA 


DAVID GERMAIN 
AP Movie Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Sylves¬ 
ter Stallone and his beefy 
buddies have muscled their 
way to the top of the week¬ 
end box office. 

Stallone’s action hero 
roundup “The Expendables 
2“ debuted at No. 1 with 
$28.8 million, according to 
studio estimates Sunday. 
That’s down from the $34.8 
million start for “The Ex¬ 
pendables" two years ago. 
The Lionsgote sequel el¬ 
bowed out another ac¬ 
tion tale os Universal’s “The 
Bourne Legacy” fell to No. 
2 in its second weekend 
with $17 million. That was o 
steep 55 percent drop from 
its $38.1 million opening 
weekend, though the mov¬ 
ie’s domestic total climbed 
to o solid $69.6 million. 

Three other wide releases 


opened to modest busi¬ 
ness. 

Focus Features’ animated 
comedy “PoraNorman, 
about o boy leading the 
fight against zombies that 
rise from the grave, was No. 
3 with $14 million. 

Sony’s music remake “Spar¬ 
kle,” featuring “American 
Idol” winner Jordin Sparks 
and Whitney Flouston, was 
No. 5 with $12 million. The 
update of the 1976 movie 
centers on three sisters who 
form o singing group in the 
late 1960s. 

Disney’s family fantasy “The 
Odd Life of Timothy Green” 
was No. 7 with $10.9 million. 
The movie stars Jennifer 
Garner and Joel Edgerton 
os o childless couple who 
become instant parents to 
o boy that magically ap¬ 
pears in their lives. 

The newcomers and hold- 


Madonna sued in Russia 
over gay rights support 

MOSCOW (AP) — Some Russian activists hove sued Ma¬ 
donna for millions of dollars, claiming they were offended 
by her support for gay rights during a recent concert in St. 
Petersburg. 

Anti-goy sentiment is strong in Russia. In St. Petersburg, o 
low passed in February mokes it illegal to promote homo¬ 
sexuality to minors, and the author of that low has pointed 
to the presence of children os young os 12 at Madonna’s 
concert on Aug. 9. 

Russian news agencies quote Alexander Pochuyev, o law¬ 
yer representing the nine activists, os saying the suit was 
filed Friday against Madonna, the organizer of her con¬ 
cert, and the hall where it was held, asking for damages 
totaling 333 million rubles, or nearly $10.5 million. 
Responding to criticism that the plaintiffs were stuck in the 
Middle Ages, the lawyer said they were using civilized, 
modern methods to defend their rights. “No one is burn¬ 
ing anyone at the stoke or carrying out an Inquisition,” 
Pochuyev was quoted by RIA Novosti as saying. “Modern 
civilization requires tolerance and respect for different val¬ 
ues.” 

The complaint includes o video taken at the concert show¬ 
ing Madonna stomping on on Orthodox cross and asking 
tons to raise their hands to show the pink armbands in sup¬ 
port of gays and lesbians that were distributed among the 
audience, the new agency reported. 

Madonna’s spokeswoman, Liz Rosenberg, did not imme¬ 
diately respond to emails asking for the singer’s reaction 
to the lawsuit. 

Madonna also has angered conservative Russians with 
her support for Pussy Riot. Three members of the punk 
bond were sentenced Friday to two years in prison for o 
protest inside Moscow’s main cathedral against Vladimir 
Putin and his cozy relationship with the Russian Orthodox 
Church. 

Madonna spoke out in support of the group during her 
concert in St. Petersburg and two days earlier in Moscow. 
After the verdict was issued. Madonna called on “oil those 
who love freedom to condemn this unjust punishment.”□ 


overs combined to lift Flol- 
lywood’s overall business. 
Domestic revenues totaled 
$139 million, up 12 percent 
from the some weekend 


last year, when “The Help” 
led with $20 million, ac¬ 
cording to box-office track¬ 
er Hollywood.com. 

Business hod been down 
the previous three week¬ 
ends this summer, which 
has fallen short of the re- 
cord-setting business many 
studio executives were pre¬ 
dicting at the start of the 
season. 


Since the first weekend of 
May, revenues total $3.9 
billion, down 5 percent 
from lost summer’s, when 
Hollywood finished with on 


all-time high of $4.4 billion 
for the season, according 
to Hollywood.com. 

This summer delivered huge 
hits such as “The Avengers” 
with $617.6 million domesti¬ 
cally and “The Dark Knight 
Rises,” which took in $11.1 
million this weekend to 
cross the $400 million mark 
and edge post “The Hun¬ 
ger Gomes” to become 


the year’s second-biggest 
hit. 

But other releases such os 
“Dork Shadows,” ’’Battle¬ 
ship,” ’’The Watch” and 
“Total Recoil” were duds 
that failed to live up to the 
summer’s hype. 

With only two weekends 
left in the season and no 
obvious hits premiering, it’s 
unlikely that Hollywood will 
break lost summer’s record. 
“We’re winding down 
the summer and we’re in 
the dog days of August. 
They’re called that for o 
reason, because we’re 
experiencing the typical 
summer slowdown, only it 
seems worse this year,” said 
Hollywood.com analyst 
Paul Dergorobedion. 

Along with Stallone, “The Ex¬ 
pendables 2” cost includes 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
Bruce Willis, Jason Stothom, 
Chuck Norris and Jean- 
Cloude Van Damme. 

While the sequel drew 
smaller crowds than the first 
movie, distributor Lionsgote 
noted that business held up 
better for the new one in 
its second day. Revenues 
dipped only 3 percent 
from Friday to Saturday 
compared to 11 percent 
for “The Expendables,” ac¬ 
cording to Lionsgote.□ 



This film image released by Lionsgate shows, from leff, Yu Nan, 
Terry Crews, Sylvesfer Sfallone, Randy Coufure and Dolph Lun- 
dgren in a scene from “The Expendables 2.” Sfallone’s action 
hero roundup “The Expendables 2” debufed af No. 1 wifh $28.8 
million, according fo sfudio esfimafes Sunday. Thaf's down from 
fhe $34.8 million sfarf for “The Expendables” fwo years ago. 

(AP Phofo/Frank Masi) 
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Minaj cancels UK festival 
show due to vocal chords 



Nick! Minaj, Trinidadian-born American rapper, singer, songwriter and voice actress, performs at 
Roseiand Baiiroom on Tuesday, Aug. 14,2012 in New York. Minaj has canceied her appearance at 
this weekend's V Festivai in the United Kingdom because of damage to her vocai cords. 

(Photo by Jason DeCrow/invision/AP) 


NEW YORK (AP) — Nicki 
Minaj has canceled her 
appearance at this week¬ 
end’s V Festival in the 
United Kingdam because 
at damage ta her vacal 
cards. 

Her representative says 
in an email that Minaj 
will have ta back cut cf 
her shews cn Saturday 


and Sunday because cf 
“strained vccal cherds.” 
Minaj perfermed a free 
ccncert in New Ycrk City 
cn Wednesday, theugh 
she had been advised by 
her dcctcr tc rest. 

Her representative new 
says her vcice is “werse,” 
and that recent X-rays 
shew that the singer-rapper 


must “rest her vcice far a 
few days.” 

The twe-day V Festival else 
features David Guetta, 
The Killers, LMFAO and The 
Stene Rases. 

Minaj perfermed far mere 
than twe heurs at her New 
Ycrk shew. It featured 
Drake, Lil Wayne and Fexy 
Brawn. □ 


Miss China crowned Miss Worid 2012 



Newly crowned Miss World Yu Wenxia of China, center, is congratulated by first runner-up Miss 
Wales, Sophie Moulds, left, and 2nd runner-up Miss Australia Jessica Kahawaty, right, during the 
Miss World 2012 beauty pageant at the Ordos Stadium Arena in inner Mongolia, China Saturday, 
Aug. 18, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Andy Wong) 


ORDOS, China (AP) — Chi¬ 
na’s Yu Wenxia has been 
crewned the 2012 Miss 
Wcrid. 

This is the secend time Miss 
China has been awarded 
the title. 

The last time was in 2007 
when Zhang Zilin tcck the 
hcncr. 

The first runner-up is Sephie 


Elizabeth Mculds cf Wales 
and the secend runner-up 
is Jessica Michelle Kaha¬ 
waty cf Australia. 

The 23-year-cld Yu is a mu¬ 
sic student whe says she 
wants tc became a music 
teacher. 

This is the first time far the 
Inner Mcngclian city cf Or- 
dcs tc hast the internaticnal 


beauty pageant. 

The city is cne cf the rich¬ 
est regiens in China thanks 
tc its abundant natural re- 
scurces. 

It hepes the wcrid event will 
raise its prcfile far eccncmic 
develcpment and tcurism. 
Sanya, ancther Chinese 
city, has hasted the centest 
several times.□ 



Jay Leno presents the Jimmy V Award for Perseverance at the 
ESPY Awards in Los Angeles. Published reports say The Tonight 
Show has laid off about two dozen workers and host Jay Leno 
has taken a large pay cut to save the jobs of other staffers, Sat¬ 
urday, Aug. 18, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Matt Sayles) 


The Tonight Show cuts 
Staff as Leno trims pay 


MICHAEL LIEDTKE 

AP Business Writer 

SAN FRANCiSCO (AP) — 

“The Tcnight Shew” has laid 
eft abcut twe dezen werk- 
ers, prempting hast Jay 
Lena tc accept a pay cut 
tc spare ether staffers as 
NBC clamps dawn cn ex¬ 
penses. 

NBC Universal impesed the 
cutbacks Friday, accerd- 
ing tc a persen familiar 
with the meves. The persen 
asked net tc be identified 
because NBC Universal 
hadn’t cfficially discicsed 
the cast cutting. 

The payrcll purge affect¬ 
ed abcut 10 percent cf 
the rcughly 200 pecpie 
whe werk cn “The Tcnight 
Shew,” still the tep-rated 
late-night pregram. View¬ 
ers shculdn’t nctice any 
changes in pregramming 
at “The Tcnight Shew,” the 
persen said. 

NBC Universal is trying tc 
impreve its financial per- 
fcrmance under the ewn- 
ership cf Ccmccst Carp., 
which bcught the enter¬ 
tainment cempeny last 
year. 

Lena had been making 
between $25 millicn tc 
$30 millicn annually as the 
hast cf “The Tcnight Shew.” 
His salary will be reduced 
tc abcut $20 millicn after 
making the jcb-saving cen- 
cessiens. Lena else brings in 
substantial inceme tcuring 


as a stand-up cemedian. 
“Jay’s feremest ccncern is 
far the wenderful pecpie 
whe werk with him at ‘The 
Tcnight Shew,”' said Bruce 
Bebbins, a spekesman far 
Lena. “He did what was 
necessary tc ensure their 
well-being.” 

Several ether staffers cn 
“The Tcnight Shew” else 
ebserbed pay cuts. 

David Letterman, the hast 
cf a rival late-night shew 
cn CBS, accepted a signifi¬ 
cant pay cut in 2009. 

The shew’s cast-cutting 
measures were first repert- 
ed by Deadline Hcilyweed, 
a website that tracks the 
entertainment industry. 
Ccmcast bcught a ccntrcl- 
ling interest in NBC Universal 
far $6.2 billicn in cash and 
several cable-TV channels 
valued at $7.25 billicn. Be¬ 
sides its TV netwerk and 
several cable channels, 
NBC else cwns the Univer¬ 
sal Pictures mevie studic 
and theme parks. 

Ccmcast, which is based in 
Philadelphia, makes mast 
cf its mcney selling cable 
TV and high-speed Inter¬ 
net access. Despite its sclid 
ratings, “The Tcnight Shew” 
hasn’t been a big mcn- 
eymaker. That prempted 
the cuts Friday, which are 
expected tc trim the pre- 
gram’s weekly budget 
by abcut $600,000, cr 25 
percent, tc $1.7 millicn.Q 
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Political Page Turners 



GAIL COLLINS 
© 2012 New York Times 

Let's see if we can clear up a 
few things. 

First of all, Paul Ryan and Mitt 
Romney are not the same per¬ 
son. They aren't even related! 
Stop spreading rumors! Although 
they do sort of look alike and 
enjoy spending time together. 
Perhaps Mitt regards Paul as the 
sixth son he never had. 

Ryan is the one who lives on the 
same block where he grew up. 
Romney is the one who lives in 
four different states. 

Ryan is the one who spent his 
youth cooking hamburgers at 
McDonald's. Romney is the one 
who used to enjoy dressing up 
as a police officer and playing 
fun pranks on his prep school 
friends. Neither one of them 
worked as a Wienermobile driv¬ 
er. Really, I don't know where 
you get this stuff. 

Ryan is the one who likes to 
catch catfish by sticking his fist 
into their burrows and dragging 
them out by the throat. Romney 
is the one who drove to Cana¬ 
da with his dog strapped to the 
car roof. 

When it comes to the issues, 
both men are on the same 
page. Although the page does 
keep turning, and you have to 
wonder how average voters 
can cope with all of the confu¬ 
sion. 

Forfunately, polls suggesf aver¬ 
age voters have already decid¬ 
ed who they're going to support 
and, therefore, have no need 
whatsoever to try to figure ouf 
which page fhe Romney-Ryan 
campaign is on. 

Pracfically fhe only person in 
America who claims to have 
no idea who he's going to vote 
for is Sen. Joseph Lieberman, I- 
Conn., who recently declared 
himself absolutely and totally 
undecided. People, do you 
think it's possible that the entire 
presidential campaign is now 
being waged just for fhe benefit 
of Joseph Lieberman? On the 
one hand, that's a real waste 
of about $1 billion. On the other, 
it's exactly what Joseph Lieber¬ 
man has been waiting for all his 
life. 

Anyhow, about the issues: 

Ryan is the one who requested 
stimulus money for his disfrict, 
but he is sorry. The stimulus was a 
terrible thing, and Ryan had no 
intention of frying fo glom onfo 
a chunk of it. Fie thought he was 
just forwarding a consfifuent 
requesf for some ... consfifuent 
thing. Or four. 


Romney is the one who hired 
undocumented workers to mow 
his lawn. Totally by mistake. 

Ryan is the one who voted for 
a massive prescripfion drug 
Medicare enfitlement, the Bush 
tax cuts and two wars without 
paying for any of them. Fie is 
even sorrier about this than he is 
about the stimulus. 

Romney is the one who passed 
Obamacare before Barack 
Obama. But it wasn't the same 
thing at all because it hap¬ 
pened in a state. 

Both men want to make more 
big tax cuts that will be paid for 
wifh the closing of tax loopholes. 
They are in total, complete con¬ 
currence that the identity of 
these loopholes is not an ap¬ 
propriate topic for a presidenfial 
campaign. 

Ryan is supposed to be the Tea 
Party hero and Romney is the 
one they hated so much they 
were actually willing to contem¬ 
plate a Newt Gingrich presiden¬ 
cy to avoid him. 

But I'm not entirely sure we can 
trust the hard right to know what 
it wants any more. This week in 
Florida, a Republican primary 
uprising knocked out Cliff Stea¬ 
rns, a superconservative vet¬ 
eran congressman who had 
campaigned on his efforts to 
kill off federal funds for Planned 
Parenfhood and embarrass fhe 
Obama administrafion with an 
investigation into the Solyndra 
loans. That sort of bragging en¬ 
raged fhe faifhful by reminding 
them that Stearns was a Wash¬ 
ington insider, and he lost to a 
newcomer named Ted Yoho. 
Maybe Tea Party voters now 
only want to send people to 
Washington who will lack the 
capacity to get anything done. 
Personally, I'm kind of OK with 
that. Also, I like the idea of hav¬ 
ing a congressman named 
Ted Yoho, as well as fhe fact 
that Yoho describes himself as 
a “large animal veterinarian.'' 
We don't have many veterinar¬ 
ians in Congress, and you never 
can tell when a visiting heifer 
will come down with a medical 
problem. 

All right, a little more about the 
issues. 

Romney has a plan to make 
Medicare solvent forever. We 
know fhis because he wrote 
“Solvent” on the board at a 
press conference fhe other day. 
Ryan used to have a plan to 
make Medicare solvent forever 
by taking it away from every¬ 
body under age 55 and giving 
them health insurance vouchers 
instead. But that was so 2011. 
Now, Ryan and Romney are on 
the same page when it comes 
to Medicare, which is that it 
must be saved from the $716 
billion in cuts Obama wants to 
make over the next 10 years. 
Although the same $716 billion 
was in the budget plan that 
Ryan got the Flouse to pass this 
year. But it's not like he expect¬ 
ed it to happen. “We would 
never have done it,” he told 
campaign reporters, desperate 
wretches condemned to roam 
the earth with calculators, end¬ 
lessly searching for the Ryan- 
Romney page.Q 
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Ever Hear The One About... 



JOE NOCERA 
© 2012 New York Times 

Tying up loose ends before va¬ 
cation: 

— What was TFIAT about? The 
Standard Chartered scandal, I 
mean. Nearly two weeks ago, 
we were led to believe that the 
big British bank had conducted 
some $250 billion worth of illegal 
transactions with Iranian insti¬ 
tutions. But, after the charges 
were brought by the New York 
state Department of Financial 
Services, other regulators, in 
Washington and London, ex¬ 
pressed shock. They were upset, 
first, because they had been 
blindsided and, second, be¬ 
cause they, too, had been in¬ 
vestigating the bank and were 
coming to the conclusion that 
its behavior was largely legal. 
Then, on the eve of a public 
hearing that could have cost 
the bank its New York license. 
Standard Chartered settled for 
$340 million. On the one hand, 
that is a huge sum for a stafe 
regulator fo collecf. On fhe oth¬ 
er hand, it is a rounding error for 
the bank, which quietly put out 
the word that it had settled to 
put the bad publicity behind it. 
(Its calculation appears to have 
been a good one - the bank's 
stock quickly rose once the set¬ 
tlement was announced.) 

What is frustrating is that here 
we are, after these inflamma¬ 
tory charges have been hurled, 
with no idea whether they are 
true. If Sfandard Chartered rou¬ 
tinely conducted illegal transac¬ 


tions, then Benjamin Lawsky, the 
chief New York bank regulafor, 
showed the kind of spine fhat 
ofher regulators have largely 
lacked. And if it didn't? Then the 
bank is the victim of a publicity- 
hungry regulator. Neither pros¬ 
pect is fun to contemplate. 

— Someone told me recently 
that a handful of firms thaf use 
high-frequency trading strate¬ 
gies are developing a new mi¬ 
crowave system to connect 
their Chicago and New York 
offices. The reason? To shave lif- 
erally nanoseconds off the time 
it takes to complete trades. It's 
true. It's also madness. 

After I wrote about high-fre¬ 
quency trading two weeks ago, 
I wound up thinking I had under¬ 
stated how corrosive - and per¬ 
vasive - it has become. In fact, 
the markets have been largely 
optimized for high-frequency 
frading. The exchanges cater to 
these traders. Everyone scram¬ 
bles to get their business. Firms 
like Knight Capital - which lost 
$440 million a couple weeks ago 
in a computer fiasco - bofh take 
orders from brokers and run their 
own trading systems. That gives 
them, undeniably, advantages 
for fheir own frading. The regu- 
lafors, focused on the prospect 
of compufer malfunctions that 
lead to wild price swings, are 
missing the forest for the trees. 
The real issue is the capture of 
fhe markefs by high-frequency 
fraders, not the occasions their 
computers run amok. 

As for the long-term investor 
or the companies that want to 
tap the capital markets, their 
concerns scarcely matter. Fligh- 
frequency trading is where Wall 
Street now makes it money. 
That's all that counts. 

— Flave you been following the 
recent athletic scandal swirling 
around the University of Norfh 
Carolina? It has been brewing 
since last August when The News 
and Observer of Raleigh ob- 
fained the transcript of a foof- 
ball player who'd suspiciously 
completed a senior-level course 
the summer before his freshman 


year. This triggered an inquiry 
going back to 2007, which re¬ 
vealed that the African and 
Afro-American Studies Depart¬ 
ment was a haven for no-show 
classes, grades that were quietly 
changed and bogus indepen¬ 
dent studies courses. The pur¬ 
pose of these shenanigans, it 
would appear, was to keep ath¬ 
letes, especially football players, 
eligible. 

The department chairman 
quickly resigned, and the uni¬ 
versity promised to make sure 
nothing like this ever happened 
again. But, earlier this week, a 
transcript was posted online that 
appears to have been the scho¬ 
lastic record of the former UNC 

- and current Chicago Bears - 
player Julius Peppers. Peppers 
attended North Carolina long 
before 2007; his firsf year was 
1998. And his franscripf - wifh its 
summer courses that magically 
allowed him to retain his eligibil¬ 
ity - could serve as a template 
for how to remain eligible with¬ 
out getting anything that ap¬ 
proaches an education. It also 
suggests that these problems 
have been going on a lot lon¬ 
ger than 2007. Is North Carolina 
a particularly bad actor? Flard- 
ly. But gaming the system has 
become a necessity for every 
big-time football and basketball 
school. In the wake of the Penn 
State scandal, the NCAA is vow¬ 
ing to never again allow univer¬ 
sities to put athletics ahead ot 
academics. But it's too late tor 
that. The only real answer is to 
stop the hypocrisy, pay the play¬ 
ers and let them attend school 

- it they want. 

- Let's see: It's been three 
months since Facebook went 
public. Since then, its stock has 
fallen around 50 percent, plain¬ 
tiffs' lawyers are lining up to sue 
it over its botched initial offer¬ 
ing, and the news coming out 
of Facebook has been unremit¬ 
tingly lousy. The person who was 
most reluctant to take Facebook 
public was Mark Zuckerberg, its 
youthful chief executive. I won¬ 
der what he's thinking now. □ 
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For a group of lawyers, food is the new tobacco 



Pierce Gore, one in a group of iowyers taking on food companies over what they say are misla¬ 
beled products and ingredients that mislead consumers, in Campbell, Calif., Aug. 8, 2012. More 
than a dozen lawyers who took on Big Tobacco have filed 25 cases against industry players like 
ConAgra Foods, PepsiCo, Heinz, General Mills and Chobani. 

(Peter DaSilva/The New York Times) 


STEPHANIE STROM 
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Don Barrett, a Mississippi 
lawyer, took in hundreds 
of millions of dollars a de¬ 
cade ago after suing Big 
Tobacco and winning re¬ 
cord settlements from R.J. 
Reynolds, Philip Morris and 
other cigarette makers. So 
did Walter Umphrey, Dewitt 
M. Lovelace and Stuart and 
Carol Nelkin. 

Ever since, the lawyers have 
been searching for big pay¬ 
days in business, scoring 
more modest wins against 
car companies, drug mak¬ 
ers, brokerage firms and 
insurers. Now, they have 
found the next target: food 
manufacturers. 

More than a dozen lawyers 
who took on the tobacco 
companies have filed 25 
cases against industry play¬ 
ers like ConAgra Foods, 
PepsiCo, Heinz, General 
Mills and Chobani that 
stock pantry shelves and re¬ 
frigerators across America. 
The suits, filed over the last 
four months, assert that 
food makers are mislead¬ 
ing consumers and violat¬ 
ing federal regulations by 
wrongly labeling products 
and ingredients. While 
there has been a barrage 
of litigation against the in¬ 
dustry in recent years, the 
tobacco lawyers are mov¬ 
ing particularly aggressive¬ 
ly. They are asking a federal 


court in California to halt 
ConAgra's sales of Pam 
cooking spray, Swiss Miss 
cocoa products and some 
Hunt’s canned tomatoes. 
“It’s a crime - and that 
makes it a crime to sell it,” 
said Barrett, citing what 
he contends is the misla¬ 
beling of those products. 
“That means these prod¬ 
ucts should be taken off the 
shelves.” 

The food companies coun¬ 
ter that the suits are with¬ 
out merit, another example 
of litigation gone wild and 
driven largely by the law¬ 
yers’ financial motivations. 
Barrett said his group could 
seek damages amounting 
to four years of sales of mis¬ 
labeled products - which 
could total many billions of 
dollars. 

“It’s difficult to take some 
of these claims seriously, for 
instance, that a consumer 
was deceived into believ¬ 
ing that a chocolate hazel¬ 
nut spread for bread was 
healthy for children,” said 
Kristen E. Polovoy, an indus¬ 
try lawyer at Montgomery 
McCracken, referring to a 
lawsuit that two mothers 
brought against the maker 
of Nutella. “I think the courts 
are starting to look at the 
implausibility of some of 
these suits.” 

A federal judge in Cali¬ 
fornia in 2009 dismissed 
a case against PepsiCo, 


which accused the com¬ 
pany of false advertising 
because Cap’n Crunch’s 
Crunch Berries cereal does 
not contain real berries. 
He ruled that “a reason¬ 
able consumer would not 
be deceived into believing 
that the product in the in¬ 
stant case contained a fruit 
that does not exist.” 

While the lawyers are being 
questioned about their mo¬ 
tives, they are not alone in 
pursuing the food industry. 
In recent weeks, the Cen¬ 
ter for Science in the Public 
Interest has sued General 


Mills and McNeil Nutritionals 
over their claims on Nature 
Valley and Splenda Essen¬ 
tials products, and warned 
Welch’s it would sue unless 
the company changed 
the wording on its juice and 
fruit snacks. The Federal 
Trade Commission won set¬ 
tlements from companies 
like Dannon and Pom Won¬ 
derful for claims about their 
products’ health benefits of 
their products. 

And PepsiCo and Co¬ 
ca-Cola face lawsuits 
over claims that their or¬ 
ange juice products are 
“lOO(PERCENT) natural.” 

The latest playbook - like 
the one that paid off in the 
wave of tobacco litigation 
- could prove potent, as 
the food companies’ own 
lawyers have warned. 
Other plaintiffs’ lawyers 
have largely taken aim at 
food products marketed 
as “healthy” or “natural,” 
subjective claims that can 
be easily disputed by ex¬ 
pert witnesses. Unlike foods 
labeled “organic,” there 
are no federal standards 
for foods that are called 
“healthy” or “natural.” 

The new batch of litigation 
argues that food compa¬ 
nies are violating specific 
rules about ingredients and 
labels. Barrett’s group, for 
example, has brought a 
case against Chobani, the 
Greek yogurt maker, for 
listing “evaporated cane 
juice,” as an ingredient in 



Ingredients such as the 
propellant in this Pam cooking 
spray are attracting attention 
from lawyers, in Campbell, 
Calit. 

(Peter DaSilva/The New York 
Times) 

its pomegranate-flavored 
yogurt. The Food and Drug 
Administration has repeat¬ 
edly warned companies 
not to use the term be¬ 
cause it is “false and mis¬ 
leading,” according to the 
suit. 

“If you’re going to put 
sugar in your yogurt, why 
not just say it’s sugar?” said 
Pierce Gore, a lawyer affili¬ 
ated with Barrett’s group. 
Food companies dispute 
the accusations, defend¬ 
ing their packaging and 
marketing. Nicki Briggs, a 
spokeswoman for Choba¬ 
ni, said the lawsuit was “friv¬ 
olous” and “without merit.” 
Even so, such cases are 
raising concerns within the 
industry .□ 



Christine Sturges, a hairdresser who is one of the plaintiffs in a suit against ConAgra involving its 
Pam cooking spray, at home in Campbell, Calif., Aug. 14, 2012. 

(Jim Wilson/The New York Times) 




























